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PREFACE 

This report presents the activities and achievements of 

the Local2030 Coalition in 2023 according to the 2023 

Work Plan approved by its Steering Committee in July 

12. 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

2023 was a pivotal year for the Local2030 Coalition to 

advance as the UN System’s platform for SDG 

Localization. Its main achievements include launching 

the nominations of the Steering Committee’s next 

cohort (2024 – 2025); creating a Technical Focal Points 

(TFPs) group for the UN Directors Group to bolster 

engagement of UN entities; developing the ToR of the 

Local2030 Hubs; improving its advocacy efforts by 

organizing, co-organizing and participating in a range 

of high-level events on SDG localization,  such as the 

Local2030 Coalition Special Event and the Sixth Local 

and Regional Government Forum (LRGF) at the 2023 

High-Level Political Forum (HLPF), the SDG Summit 

where the Local2030 Coalition was presented as one 

of the High Impact Initiatives (HII) and short-, medium- 

and long-term targets up to 2030 were agreed; the 

UN Food Systems Summit, the Global Refugee Forum, 

COP28, the organization of a High-level Event in 

Bilbao to showcase the Coalition’s results one year 

after the Secretariat’s opening, etc. Moreover, the 

Local2030 Coalition launched a call for seed funding 

proposals to fund catalytic initiatives in partnership 

with the Joint SDG Fund. The Coalition also advanced 

the operationalization of the Secretariat Office in 

Bilbao while agreeing to launch a Knowledge Hub 

with the support of the Government of Italy, along with 

a range of activities to bolster new and long-standing 

partnerships. 
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OUTCOME 1.1 Increased local actors’ engagement to accelerate the 

achievement of the SDGs within the decade of action 
 

 

  

Advocacy: to implement the 

2030 Agenda at the local level 

as a roadmap to overcome 

crises and their subsequent 

effects by raising awareness 

and enhancing bottom-up and 

inclusive processes. 

Action: to build and nurture a 

support platform system for 

SDG localization and increase 

and channel finance to multi-

partner, multi-stakeholder 

initiatives backed by Local2030 

Coalition members and 

partners. 

Monitoring: to encourage 

monitoring and reporting by 

subnational actors and 

increase opportunities for them 

to exchange knowledge and 

perspectives on this theme. 

 

 

 

ADVOCACY 

 

The Local2030 Coalition Strategy for the Decade of Action, launched in December 2021, 

clusters the Local2030 Coalition's work into three main areas:  

 

The sections below highlight the concrete activities that the Local2030 Coalition undertook to 

achieve the objectives set in the 2023 Work Plan structured around its three working areas, as 

mentioned above, in addition to Governance, which has been one of the main focuses of the 

Coalition in 2023. 

 

 

ACTIVITIES AND RESULTS ACHIEVED IN 2023 

Steering Committee 

The Local2030 Coalition is governed by a 

Steering Committee (SC), which makes key 

strategic decisions and ensures effective 

governance oversight. The SC members 

represent different constituencies: national 

governments, local and regional 

governments, local and regional governments 

associations, youth and civil society and the 

private sector. Two United Nations entities are 

co-chairing the Steering Committee: the 

United Nations Human Settlements 

Programme (UN-Habitat) as the permanent 

Co-chair tasked with leading its Secretariat, 

and a two-year rotational Co-chair, the United 

Nations Development Programme (UNDP) for 

2022-2023, to be followed by the Food and 

Agriculture Organization (FAO) in 2024-2025.  

 

 

The Steering Committee's first cohort for 

the period 2022-23, included: 

• Mr. Edmondo Cirielly, Deputy 

Minister of Foreign Affairs and 

International Cooperation of Italy; 

• Ms. Yvonne Aki-Sawyerr OBE, 

Mayor of Freetown, Sierra Leone; 

• Ms. Emilia Saiz, Secretary General of 

United Cities and Local 

Governments (UCLG); 

• Ms. Esther Muiruri, Founder of the 

Gold Ribbon Initiative, Kenya; and 

• Ms. Clara Arpa Azofra, CEO of Arpa 

Equipos Móviles de Campaña, 

Spain, and a member of the Board 

of the UN Global Compact. 
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Terms of Reference 

In 2023, the Local2030 Coalition Co-

chairs, with the support of its Secretariat, 

the UN Directors Group and EOSG, have 

proposed the amendment of the terms of 

reference of the Steering Committee to 

include as members the host of the 

Local2030 Coalition Secretariat and a 

rotational representative of the Local2030 

Hubs. This has been approved by Steering 

Committee during their second meeting 

in New York, in July 2023. (Annex 1). 

Launch of the nomination process of the 

Steering Committee next co-hort 2024-

2025 

 

In November 2023, the Local2030 

Coalition launched the nomination process 

for the next cohort of Steering Committee 

members for 2024-2025 to represent the 

following constituencies: 

- Member States representative; 

- Local and Subnational Government 

representative; 

- Local and Subnational 

Governments Association 

representative; 

- Civil Society Organization 

representative; 

- Private Sector representative 

 

Nominations were made through an online 

form and the decision was made in 

December by the principals of the 

Local2030 Coalition co-chairs guided by 

the principles of inclusiveness and 

balanced representation, with 

consideration for gender and geographic 

diversity. 

 

 

 

Meetings with Steering Committee 

Technical Focal Points in 2023 

The Local2030 Coalition Co-chairs (UN-

Habitat and UNDP) held three meetings with 

the technical focal points of the Local2030 

Coalition Steering Committee on April 13, 

June 28, and November 29. 

The Local2030 Coalition’s state of play, 

along with its upcoming milestones and 

events, such as the Second Steering 

Committee meeting, the High-Level Political 

Forum and the SDG Summit, were 

presented on these occasions.  

 

 

 Second meeting with the Steering 

Committee 

The Local2030 Coalition Co-chairs hosted 

the second Steering Committee (SC) on July 

14 in New York. On this occasion, the 

meeting presented the Coalition's main 

achievements since the first Steering 

Committee meeting in April 2022, discussed 

relevant issues such as the SDG Localization 

window, the High Impact Initiative on 

Localization, the Steering Committee 

priorities, and the new SC’s cohort (2024-

2025). Members also approved strategic 

documents, such as the Local2030 Hubs 

ToR, the updated SC ToR and the 2023 work 

plan. (Annex 2). 

 

 

 



7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The UN Directors Group was established in 

2021 as an advisory body for the Local2030 

Coalition, comprised of director-level 

members of UN agencies, offices, funds, and 

programmes. The group meets regularly to 

provide strategic direction and inputs for the 

consideration of the Steering Committee 

and shares how their institutions can 

contribute to delivering Local2030 

Coalition's activities.  

It currently counts on the participation of 15 

members: UN-Habitat, UNDP, DCO, ESCAP, 

FAO, ILO, IOM, UN-WOMEN, UNDESA, 

UNECE, UNEP, UNFPA, UNHCR, UNICEF, 

and WHO with the close support of EOSG 

and the Joint SDG Fund. 

 

 

UN Directors Group (UN Agencies, 

Offices, Funds, and Programmes) 

UN Directors Group meetings in 2023 

 

Convened by the Local2030 Coalition Co-

chairs (UN-Habitat and UNDP), the Directors 

Group meetings took place on April 11, 

June 16 and September 12 

The meetings aimed at discussing several 

key topics of the Local2030 Coalition, such 

as the call for seed funding proposal for 

SDG Localization of the Joint SDG Fund 

within the SDG Localization Window, the 

High Impact Initiative on Localization, the 

Coalition’s Work Plan and the potential 

contribution of members of the UN 

Directors Group to the 2023 Work Plan and 

the key engagements. In addition, the 

meetings shared relevant updates, results, 

and upcoming milestones and high-level 

events, such as the High-Level Political 

Forum or the SDG Summit. 
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UN Directors Group Technical Focal Points meetings in 2023 

Convened by the Local2030 Coalition Co-chairs, the Directors Group meetings took 

place on March 24, June 27 and December 7.  

The Local2030 Coalition’s state of play, along with key information on ongoing activities 

were presented on these occasions, helping to inform the director-level representatives 

and steer their engagement with the Local2030 Coalition.  
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Main outcomes 

The contributions from the UN Directors Group are helping to shape the work of the 

Coalition, reassuring that the Local 2030 Coalition is truly an inclusive, global initiative.  

The Local2030 Coalition encouraged directors to continue engaging with the Coalition 

by creating a Technical Focal Points group and coordination and reporting mechanisms 

to ensure a strong engagement of UN entities beyond biannual meetings. Creating the 

Technical Focal Points group has ensured a more substantial commitment of UN entities 

to the Coalition. 

As next steps, the Local2030 Coalition Secretariat will work together with UN entities to 

develop the Terms of Reference for the UN Directors Group and draft the upcoming 2024 

Work Plan. 

In addition, the Co-chairs along with the Secretariat are convening a retreat in Bilbao 

during the week of February 6-9, 2024. This gathering represents a significant 

opportunity for the UN Directors Group to provide their thought leadership, vision, and 

direction to the work on the Coalition for 2024. This will also include defining strategies 

to advance the High Impact Initiative on Localization launched in September 2023 at the 

SDG Summit and actively engaging with the local and regional governments. Lastly, the 

retreat will approve the Terms of Reference of the UN Directors Group (including the 

criteria to select upcoming co-chairs) and discuss the roadmap towards the 2024 Summit 

of the Future, among other high-level events in 2024. 
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OUTCOME 1.2 Increased participation of local 

actors and the use of their experiences in 

localizing the SDGs to inform national, regional, 

and global sustainable development fora 

 

One of the Local2030 Coalition's priorities is to 

increase concrete engagement and enhance 

bottom-up and inclusive processes to apply the 

2030 Agenda locally as a roadmap to overcome 

crises and their subsequent effects and foster 

sustainable development.  

To bring this perspective to the discussion tables, 

the Local2030 Coalition facilitated the 

participation of local governments and actors, as 

well as SC members and partners of the Coalition, 

in several events on SDG localization that took 

place in 2023 in the framework of local, national, 

regional, and global events.  

In addition, the Coalition organized high-level 

events on SDG localization and related themes to 

facilitate exchanges of ideas and practices and 

create new partnerships. As we have approached 

the midpoint to achieve the 2030 Agenda, the 

Local2030 Coalition called for more significant 

commitment, financing, and technical support to 

leverage the power of local action to achieve the 

SDGs.  

This continuous work demonstrates the Coalition's 

effort to raise awareness and boost the 

implementation of the SDGs at the local level 

through multilevel governance and 

multistakeholder partnerships, which is reflected 

in the different events and sessions reported 

below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UN 2023 Water Conference 

Side Event 

 

 

 

 

The Local2030 Coalition co-

organized, together with GWOPA 

members and partners, a side event 

during the UN 2023 Water 

Conference titled “Forget about SDG6 

without strong local water 

organizations: commitments to 

capacitate and finance efficient, 

climate resilient and inclusive water 

service and management agencies" 

on March 24.  

The session showcased inspiring 

examples, promising approaches and 

commitments of transformative action 

that can raise utilities and water 

authorities up to the height of their 

mandates and emphasized the role of 

water management organizations in 

maintaining essential infrastructure 

and optimizing water resources to 

ensure the sustainability of services. In 

addition, it showcased new financing 

facilities and initiatives critical for 

accelerating utilities and water 

authorities in their improvements and 

transitions. 
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2023 High Level Political Forum 

1. Local2030 Coalition Special Event 

The 2023 High-level Political Forum for Sustainable Development (HLPF) was held in New 

York from the 10th to the 19th of July under the auspices of the Economic and Social 

Council (ECOSOC). Taking advantage of this high-level moment, the Local2030 Coalition 

organized a side event on 12 July titled ”Local2030 Coalition Special Event: Actions, 

solutions, and partnerships to foster multilevel governance and unlock financing to 

accelerate SDG localization” 

The session gathered experts and partners from across sectors to explore how multilevel 

governance can be enhanced and unlock financing for the Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs). The special event aimed to foster greater collaboration, drive 

transformative actions and solutions, and pave the way for the acceleration of SDG 

localization (Annex 3). 

                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Along with the keynote speech of Ms. Amina J. Mohammed, UN Deputy Secretary-

General and Chair of the UN Development Group, Mr. Haoliang Xu, UN Under Secretary-

General, UNDP Associate Administrator, and Director of Bureau for Policy and 

Programme Support, Ms. Maimunah Mohd Sharif, UN Under Secretary-General and 

Executive Director of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) 

and Ms. Eva del Hoyo, Director General for Sustainable Development Policies, Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs, European Union and Cooperation participated in the opening.  

Dr. Shipra Narang Suri, Chief of Urban Practices at the United Nations Human 

Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) and Head of the Secretariat for the Local2030 

Coalition was the Master of Ceremonies. 

Ms. Amina J. Mohammed, UN Deputy Secretary-General and Chair of the UN Development 

Group delivered a keynote speech at the Special Event. 

https://sdgs.un.org/events/local2030-coalition-special-event-52629
https://sdgs.un.org/events/local2030-coalition-special-event-52629
https://sdgs.un.org/events/local2030-coalition-special-event-52629
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The first panel, moderated by Ms. Emilia Saiz, Secretary General of United Cities and Local 

Governments (UCLG), brought together different perspectives from national governments, 

local and regional governments, and civil society to discuss how to enhance multilevel 

governance that streamlines vertical and horizontal governance systems and fosters coherent 

policy-making and cohesive action for SDG acceleration from the national to the local level.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The second panel, moderated by Ms Lisa Kurbiel, Head of the Secretariat of the Joint SDG 

Fund, brought together different perspectives from philanthropy, development banks, 

national governments and local and regional governments. The discussion focused on 

addressing the need of short-term and long-term sustainable development finance and the 

urgent need for impactful local action backed by robust and predictable resources. 
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3. Localization Track at the 2023 HLPF 

The Local Track listed relevant events dedicated to the localization of SDGs taking place 

in the margins of the 2023 HLPF compiled by the Local2030 Coalition and partners. The 

purpose of the Local Track was to provide HLPF participants with a comprehensive 

understanding of the diverse range of events, focusing on the crucial role of local action 

in achieving the SDGs from different angles (Annex 5).  

2. Sixth Local and Regional 

Governments Forum  

The sixth edition of the Local and Regional 

Governments Forum took place on 12 July 

as a Special High-Level Event of the 2023 

HLPF. The debates were centered on the 

interconnected importance and breadth 

of SDG11 to the whole 2030 Agenda, as 

well as how local and regional 

governments are localizing the SDGs 

through high-impact localization policies. 

This Special Event was an opportunity for 

the constituency of local and regional 

governments to share localization 

policies, key messages and inputs towards 

the SDG Summit in September 2023.   

 

 

The LRGF brought together local, 

regional, and national governments 

as well as representatives from the 

United Nations and other 

stakeholders to discuss how high-

impact localization policies, 

partnerships, multilevel governance 

and financing can close the gap in 

the implementation of the SDGs. 

The Local2030 Coalition Secretariat 

team was part of the Task Force of 

partners (UN-DESA, UN-HABITAT, 

UNDP the Global Task Force for 

LRGs, and Local2030) behind the 

event's organization (Annex 4). 

 

https://sdgs.un.org/events/LRGF6
https://sdgs.un.org/events/LRGF6
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Local2030 Side event at the UN Food Systems Summit +2 Stocktaking 

Moment 

The 2023 UN Food Systems Stocktaking Moment took place in Rome, Italy, from 24 – 26 July 

2023, at the premises of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO). It 

was hosted by Italy in collaboration with the Rome-based UN Agencies (FAO, IFAD, WFP), the UN 

Food Systems Coordination Hub and the wider UN system. 

The Local2030 Coalition, together with the Urban Food Systems Coalition and the Politecnico di 

Milano, co-organized a side event on 24th July titled: “City, subnational and national government 

join actions with multiple actors towards healthy, inclusive, sustainable and resilient food 

systems”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The event shared success stories on how cities, subnational, local and national governments can 

join forces to deliver interconnected solutions for a healthy diet, food losses, waste reductions, 

prevention and management, and resilience against shocks and stresses.  

It promoted innovative multistakeholder and multilevel nutrition and food systems governance 

mechanisms, bringing the perspective of national, subnational and local governments, 

businesses, non-profit/community-based organizations, and the scientific community (Annex 6) 

 

2023 SDG Summit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2023 SDG Summit was convened on 18-19 

September 2023, during the United Nations 

General Assembly high-level week. Heads of State 

and Government gathered at the United Nations 

Headquarters in New York to follow-up and review 

the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development and the 17 Sustainable 

Development Goals. 

The SDG Summit carried out a comprehensive 

review of the state of the SDGs, responded to the 

impact of multiple and interlocking crises facing the 

world, and provided high-level political guidance 

on transformative and accelerated actions leading 

up to the target year of 2030 for achieving the SDGs. 

 

 

The 2023 SDG Summit marked the mid-point of 

the implementation of the 2030 Agenda. 

The High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable 

Development (HLPF) in July 2022 under the 

auspices of the Economic and Social Council 

called for the Summit to “mark the beginning of 

a new phase of accelerated progress towards 

the Sustainable Development Goals.”  

The Summit was chaired by the President of the 

General Assembly and the outcome was 

a negotiated political declaration. 

https://hlpf.un.org/sites/default/files/2023-09/A%20HLPF%202023%20L1.pdf?_gl=1*krm5r*_ga*Mjc5NDQ5NDA4LjE2MDMxNDUzNDU.*_ga_TK9BQL5X7Z*MTY5NjM0NTIzNi4xMjEuMS4xNjk2MzQ3Nzk1LjAuMC4w
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In the context of the SDG Summit, and to generate additional opportunities for the 

engagement of all actors, including civil society, the private sector, youth, women, 

scientists, local and regional governments, and other stakeholders, the United Nations 

convened an SDG Action Weekend on 16-17 September 2023, divided into two main 

events: the SDG Mobilization Day and the SDG Acceleration Day 

SDG Mobilization Day 

The SDG Mobilization Day was held on September 16 and created an opportunity for 

stakeholders from all sectors to convene inside the United Nations Headquarters and 

mobilize towards an ambitious SDG Summit and UN General Assembly High-Level 

Week. It consisted of a High-Level Opening and Closing segments, mobilization sessions 

held in parallel and Side-Events. 

In this context, Local2030 Coalition co-organized two events: 

Local and Regional Governments Forum 

The Local2030 Coalition, along with the Global Task Force Of Local And Regional 

Governments, United Cities And Local Governments, UNDESA, UN-Habitat and UNDP 

co-organized the Local and Regional Governments Forum to highlight the commitments 

of local and regional government constituencies towards the 2030 Agenda. 

 

The forum brought together local, regional, and national governments as well as 

representatives from the United Nations and other stakeholders to announce strong 

commitments, present coalitions for policy change, illustrate high-impact localization 

policies and launch the constituency’s political declaration to close the gap in the 

implementation of the SDGs and the UN Policy Brief on Voluntary Local and Voluntary 

Subnational Reviews (Annex 7).  

https://sdgs.un.org/events/LRGF6
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Women Led Cities side-event 

Local2030 Coalition, together with UN-Habitat, UNCDF and Ella Impacta co-organized a 

side event titled "WOMEN LED CITIES - Bringing Gender Responsive Actions, Solutions, 

and Partnerships from the Local Level to Scale". 

 

This event provided a forum for discussion and contribution to key commitments, 

announcements, and solutions to build a solid coalition for women led cities. It aimed at 

discussing how women leaders of businesses, cities and communities can join forces to 

drive positive local transformation through inclusive leadership, economic 

empowerment, and reduced inequality.  

SDG Acceleration Day 

The SDG Acceleration Day was centered around 12 the High Impact Initiatives (HII) aimed 

at mobilizing further leadership and investment to bring progress to scale between now 

and 2030. It consisted of high-level opening and closing segments, a dedicated session 

on each of the high-impact initiatives, parallel sessions on SDG Digital, development in 

crisis settings, gender equality, and side events. 

The Local2030 Coalition participated and co-organized in two events:  
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High Impact Initiative on Localization Session 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Local2030 Coalition was chosen as one 

of the twelve High Impact Initiatives 

presented on the 17th of September at the 

SDG Action Weekend, on the margins of the 

2023 SDG Summit.  

In this context, with the leadership of UN-

Habitat, UNDP and FAO, the Local2030 

Coalition organized a dedicated session to 

present the High Impact Initiative on 

Localization during the SDG Acceleration 

Day, titled “Local2030 Coalition: Pushing the 

Key Transitions and Achieving the SDGs by 

2030”. 

 

 

 

 

A diverse group of Ministers, Governors, 

Mayors, Development Banks, and civil 

society representatives participated in the 

event and spotlighted practices, initiatives, 

and solutions to enhance local actions and 

multi-level governance approaches 

towards achieving the 2030 Agenda.  

The main goal of the session was to ensure 

that the United Nations and SDG 

localization champions can join forces to 

catalyze inclusive and co-created local 

actions that leave no one and no place 

behind (Annex 8). 

 

 
The session 

counted on an 

Opening Segment, 

Panel debate 1 

”Multi-level 

governance driving 

SDG transition at 

the local level” 

Panel debate 2 

“Financing 

localization and 

leaving no-one 

behind, a section 

denominated “A 

hope for the 

Future”, a 

Storyteller and a 

final conclusion.  

https://www.un.org/en/conferences/SDGSummit2023/SDG-Action-Weekend/local2030-coalition
https://www.un.org/en/conferences/SDGSummit2023/SDG-Action-Weekend/local2030-coalition
https://www.un.org/en/conferences/SDGSummit2023/SDG-Action-Weekend/local2030-coalition
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Marketplace at the 2023 SDG Summit 

The High-Impact Initiatives launched at the SDG Summit were shown at the HII 

Marketplace during the full High-Level Week (September 16th-22nd) in the Vienna Café in 

the UN Headquarters in New York. 

The HII Marketplace had two primary goals:  

• Information sharing and networking: Provided a space in which UNGA attendees 

could network and learn more about the High-Impact Initiatives (HIIs). 

• General interest for future commitments: It was also an opportunity for HII teams 

to generate Member State interest in the HIIs and pursue collaborations. 

To achieve these goals, the Marketplace was designed to facilitate connections across 
and between SDG Action Weekend attendees and HII experts in a casual setting. Two 
senior-level representatives of the Local2030 Coalition, together with the Coalition’s staff, 
were on-site during SDG Action Weekend and the 2023 SDG Summit to promote the 
Local2030 Coalition. 
 

 
 

 

https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/UNDirectorsGroupLOCAL2030Coalition/Shared%20Documents/HII%20on%20Localization/Launch%20Event%20-%202023%20SDG%20Summit/Marketplace/Local2030Coalition_HII%20on%20Localization.pptx?d=w6f5eea625b02484a82aac1d6258c3032&csf=1&web=1&e=vk9Pmg
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Local2030 Coalition video for the SDG Summit 

Lead by UNDP, the Local2030 Coalition prepared for the SDG Summit a video message 

showing the importance of localization and the Coalition to push for the achievement of 

key SDG transitions at the local level.  

The video was produced in three languages: 

▪ English: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mbGnZQbMf2w&t=22s  

▪ Spanish: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bLjm4m9Z4Cw&t=26s  

▪ French: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tKkkp4VW09k  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Financing localization or localizing finance?" side event  

The Egyptian Ministry of Planning and Economic Development (MPED), in cooperation 

with the Local2030 Coalition, the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for 

Western Asia (UN-ESCWA), and UNDP organized a side event at the SDG Action 

Weekend. 

The side event brought together experts, government officials, international 

organizations, civil society groups, and local governments. It delved into the 

interdependence between localization and finance for development and shared 

instrumental experience in acceleration the path toward the achievement of the 2030 

Agenda. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mbGnZQbMf2w&t=22s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bLjm4m9Z4Cw&t=26s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tKkkp4VW09k
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High-level event in Bilbao: “Local2030 Coalition – Joining forces to 

accelerate SDG Localization”  

 

The Local2030 Coalition Secretariat was opened on 31 October 2022 in Bilbao, Spain, 

by the United Nations, the Government of Spain, the Basque Government, the City 

Council of Bilbao, and the BBK Foundation.  

One year after the opening of the Secretariat, the Local2030 Coalition convened an event 

on October 24, to showcase its main results and milestones in Bilbao, Spain.  

The discussion covered the main outcomes of the High Impact Initiative on Localization 

Session and the 2023 SDG Summit. It also presented the roadmap until the 2024 Summit 

of the Future and up to 2030. It was agreed by speakers and participants that the 

Coalition must ensure that the United Nations and SDG localization champions join forces 

to catalyze inclusive and co-created local actions that leave no one and no place behind. 

It was also highlighted the importance of engaging the private sector, universities, and 

citizens (Annex 9).   

 

 

 The event counted on the participation of the Government of Spain, the 

Basque Government, the City Council of Bilbao and the BBK Foundation. 
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COP28 

The Local2030 Coalition co-organized an 
official COP28 side event, along with 
FAO, UN-Habitat, UNDP, UCLG and the 
Global Task Force for Local and Regional 
Governments. The event, titled 
“Multilevel governance for climate, food, 
and biodiversity action” took place on 
December 10, at the SDG Pavilion in the 
Expo City, Dubai. 

 

 

 
Moderated by Jean-Baptiste Buffet, 
Head of Global Policy and Advocacy, 
United Cities and Local Governments, 
the discussion promoted an exchange of 
knowledge, best practices, and 
transformative solutions contributing to 
addressing climate change impacts, 
ensuring food security, and promoting 
biodiversity conversation. 

 

 

The panel discussion consisted of Kata 
Tüttő, Vice-Mayor of Budapest, Hungary; 
Francisco Mendonça, General 
Coordinator of the New Research and 
Innovation Arrangements for Climate 
Emergence (NAPI CE), Paraná State, 
Brazil; Sid Mehta, Sr. Director Ancillary 
Services, Simon Fraser University; Paz 
Gonzalez, Coordinator for Climate 
Action, Water and Biomes Programs, 
Fundación Avina; and Lea Ranalder, 
Specialist, Sustainable Cities, UN-
Habitat.   

 

The side event explored and promoted 
the significance of multilevel governance 
in addressing the interconnected 
challenges of climate change, food 
security, and biodiversity conservation. 
The event sought to facilitate a dynamic 
discussion on how effective 
multistakeholder and multisector 
collaboration can enhance the resilience 
of ecosystems and communities (Annex 
10).
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Global Refugee Forum 

The Global Refugee Forum (GRF) 2023 took place from 13 to 15 December at Palexpo in 

Geneva, Switzerland. 

Held every four years, the Forum is the world’s largest international gathering on 

refugees. It is designed to support the practical implementation of the objectives set out 

in the Global Compact on Refugees, providing the opportunity for States and 

stakeholders to announce concrete pledges and contributions, highlight progress made, 

share good practices and take stock of the challenges and opportunities ahead. 

Local and Regional Governments Day 

On the margins of the GRF, the Global Taske Force facilitated by UCLG, together with the 

Mayors Mechanism and in partnership with the Local2030 Coalition, Cities Alliance, Civil 

Society Action Committee, Migration Youth and Children Platform, and the Global Cities 

Hub co-organized the Local and Regional Governments Day on December 14.  

On the LRG Day, the organized constituency of local governments came together to 

share their concrete contributions to the implementation of the Compact on Refugees 

through a people-centred approach, reinforced local action and enhanced cooperation, 

fostering its connections with the acceleration of the 2030 Agenda and with the renewal 

of the multilateral system through the lens of the protection and inclusion of refugees 

and other forced displaced persons (Annex 11). 
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REINVIGORATE THE 

LOCAL 2030 HUBS  
The Local2030 Hubs hold a wealth of 

experience in local governance and 

development. In 2023, a total of 8 

Local2030 Hubs are active:  

1. Liverpool 2030hub: The 2030hub 

seeks to contribute to the 

achievement of the SDGs by 

fostering sustainable 

entrepreneurship. In addition to a 

co-working space, the hub offers 

support to businesses and non-

profit initiatives with a focus on the 

SDGs and related impact 

investing. 

2. Hawai'i Green Growth (HGG): 

HGG develops local solutions to 

global sustainability challenges, 

building on island culture and 

values, and indigenous 

knowledge. With the Global Island 

Partnership, this hub highlights 

islands as laboratories for 

innovation that catalyze and scale 

integrated ridge-to-reef projects, 

cutting across the energy, water, 

food, and urban nexus. 

3. Paraná Hub: Hosted by the Paraná 

State Government, the Hub 

focuses on supporting all 

municipalities within the state in 

localizing the SDGs.  

4. Shizuoka Hub: Hosted by the local 

government, the Hub’s main 

priorities. 

are: 1) raise awareness of the 

SDGs and engage with other 

cities; 2) promote the SDGs 

among citizens, businesses, and 

schools; and 3) incorporate the 

SDGs into the city’s five general 

policies and develop local 

indicators. 

5. Local2030 Sweden Hub: The 

hub's purpose is twofold. 

Geographically, it is a platform to 

gather Swedish experiences of 

local implementation of the 2030 

Agenda. And thematically, to 

improve inter-regional and North-

South collaboration and highlight 

local challenges and local 

solutions in adapting the SDGs to 

local governance and urban 

settings. 

6. Malmö Local Ocean Action Hub: 

The Hub focuses on coastal cities, 

oceans, ocean literacy, and the 

effect of land-based activity on 

marine and coastal environments. 

7. Red de Ciudades Cómo Vamos 

Hub: A network of 35 Colombian 

municipalities to support SDG 

monitoring and sharing best 

practices. 

8. Sahel Hub: Hosted by SOS SAHEL, 

the Hub focuses on the local-level 

promotion of climate resilience, 

evergreen agriculture, and 

sustainable livelihoods for 

agricultural outgrower 

communities.

 

  

https://the2030hub.com/
https://www.hawaiigreengrowth.org/
https://www.cedes.pr.gov.br/
https://www.city.shizuoka.lg.jp.e.qv.hp.transer.com/556_000450.html
https://redcomovamos.org/
https://redcomovamos.org/
https://sossahel.ngo/
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Local2030 Hubs Terms of Reference 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The main objective in 2023 was to develop a collective understanding of what it means to 

be a Local2030 Hub, to deliberate on what structure would ensure the effectiveness of the 

Hubs, and to explore how the Hubs could contribute and benefit from the Coalition.  

Close communication was reestablished between existing Hubs and the Local2030 

Coalition Secretariat, and the Terms of Reference for the Local2030 Hubs were concluded 

and endorsed by the Steering Committee. 

Moreover, to leverage the knowledge and experience of the Hubs, the Local2030 Coalition 

has facilitated the participation of Local2030 Hubs in several high-level discussions, such as 

the Local2030 Side events at the 2023 High Level Political Forum. 

 

The Terms of Reference of the Local2030 

Hubs were endorsed by the Steering 

Committee in its second Steering 

Committee meeting, on July 14 in New York 

(Annex 12). 

The Local2030 Hubs ToR introduce changes 

for the Hubs to become a Local2030 Hub. It 

stablishes standard requirements including 

a financial contribution to the Local2030 

Coalition to ensure adequate support and a 

real flow of coordination between the 

Coalition and the Hubs. 

 

 

 

 

 

To ensure a constant contribution of the 

Hubs to the Local2030 Coalition, one Hub 

will be chosen to represent the others as 

a member of the Local2030 Coalition’s 

Steering Committee on a rotation basis.  

This rotation-based representation 

mechanism will ensure that all Hubs 

actively participate and contribute to the 

Local2030 Coalition’s Steering 

Committee in a fair and transparent 

manner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paraná Hub in 2023 

The State of Paraná has demonstrated remarkable commitment to sustainable 

development through various initiatives such as the Program for the Promotion of 

Integrated Local Objectives for Sustainable Development (POLIS), the “Caravan Paraná 

United for Women” Programme, the finalization of the last phase of the Report “A territorial 

Approach to Sustainable Development Goals” and the development of a New Research 

and Innovation Agreement – NAPI for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 
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Meeting with Local2030 Hubs 

The Local2030 Hubs meeting took place as an online workshop on December 11, 2023. 

During the session, the Terms of Reference were carefully reviewed by all participants 

and all the questions and concerns were addressed.  

The meeting counted on the presence of 4 hub representatives: Liverpool 2030hub, 

Sweden Hub, Paraná Hub and Red de Ciudades Como Vamos Hub (Annex 13). 
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SDG Localization Baseline 

The Stockholm Environment Institute (SEI) was 

commissioned to develop a global baseline study, 

based on relevant literature, research and a selection 

of case studies from around the world linked to the 

localization of the SDGs.  

This exercise pinpointed significant gaps in SDG 

localization efforts, which are clustered into three 

distinct categories - advocacy, action, and monitoring 

- and highlighted the need for a holistic approach 

and additional support to local authorities and actors. 

The baseline is the substantive basis that has oriented 

the definition of the Strategy of the Coalition. 

In 2022, following the guidance of the Local2030 

Coalition Secretariat, SEI started a validation process 

with all stakeholders interviewed in the case studies 

to ensure that the SDG Localization Baseline rightly 

documents their experiences. The final version of the 

SDG Localization Baseline is under review by 

different cities and once the feedback is provided, 

the SDG Localization Baseline will be officially 

published and available for a wider audience. 

 

 

Compilation and sharing 

of good practices on SDG 

Localization  

 

 

OUTCOME 1.3. Improved knowledge-sharing and capacity building opportunities for local 

actors on SDG localization as an integral part of the Local2030 Coalition’s work 
 

Local2030 Coalition online platform, communication, and social media 

channels  

Online Platform  

The Local2030 online platform is the leading knowledge and information sharing platform in 

the localization of the SDGs. The platform gathers cutting-edge knowledge and disseminates 

best practices, relevant events, and stories.  

- Maintenance 

During the reporting period, meetings were held with Reverse Thought, the maintenance 

company, to ensure the Local2030 website was properly updated. Improvements related to 

the events page were performed to add a hybrid event option and correct how key 

information (organizers and dates) were displayed. 
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Publications 

Likewise, new events, publications, and stories were published, and the ones submitted 

by partners were reviewed and published in English, Spanish, and French. 

Here is a selection of publications released in 2023: 

Events:  

- The UN 2023 Water Conference: https://www.local2030.org/event/view/557 

- UN 2023 Water Conference side event: https://www.local2030.org/event/view/558                       

- First Voluntary Local Review of the City of Madrid: 

https://www.local2030.org/event/view/559 

- High level meeting of the midterm review of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk 

Reduction 2015-2030: https://www.local2030.org/event/view/567  

- Virtual Dialogue: Independent group of scientists for the 2023 GSDR and 

representatives from local and regional governments: 

https://www.local2030.org/event/view/561  

- Informal Stakeholder Dialogue – Zero Draft Political Declaration for the SDG Summit: 

https://www.local2030.org/event/view/562  

- Second Session of the United Nations Habitat Assembly: 

https://www.local2030.org/event/view/560 

- Executive Bureau of the United Cities and Local Governments: 

https://www.local2030.org/event/view/575 

- Brussels Urban Summit: https://www.local2030.org/event/view/574 

- 14th Metropolis World Congress: https://www.local2030.org/event/view/573  

- High-Level Political Forum: https://www.local2030.org/event/view/566 

- Local2030 Coalition Special Event at the High-Level Political Forum: 

https://www.local2030.org/event/view/572 

- Sixth Local and Regional Governments Forum: 

https://www.local2030.org/event/view/571 

- UN Food Systems Stocktaking Moments: https://www.local2030.org/event/view/570 

- 2023 SDG Summit: https://www.local2030.org/event/view/568  

- Women Led Cities: Bringing Gender Responsive Actions, Solutions and Partnerships 

from the Local Level to Scale: https://www.local2030.org/event/view/585   

- HII on Localization Session: https://www.local2030.org/event/view/582 

- Local and Regional Governments Forum at the SDG Acceleration Weekend: 

https://www.local2030.org/event/view/584  

- Financing Localization or Localizing Finance? 

https://www.local2030.org/event/view/583  

- World Urban October: https://www.local2030.org/event/view/588 

- World Habitat Day 2023: https://www.local2030.org/event/view/586  

- Urban Resilience Week: https://www.local2030.org/event/view/580 

https://www.local2030.org/event/view/557
https://www.local2030.org/event/view/558
https://www.local2030.org/event/view/559
https://www.local2030.org/event/view/567
https://www.local2030.org/event/view/561
https://www.local2030.org/event/view/562
https://www.local2030.org/event/view/560
https://www.local2030.org/event/view/575
https://www.local2030.org/event/view/574
https://www.local2030.org/event/view/573
https://www.local2030.org/event/view/566
https://www.local2030.org/event/view/572
https://www.local2030.org/event/view/571
https://www.local2030.org/event/view/570
https://www.local2030.org/event/view/568
https://www.local2030.org/event/view/585
https://www.local2030.org/event/view/582
https://www.local2030.org/event/view/584
https://www.local2030.org/event/view/583
https://www.local2030.org/event/view/588
https://www.local2030.org/event/view/586
https://www.local2030.org/event/view/580
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- Third Forum of Mayors: https://www.local2030.org/event/view/569  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Local2030 corporate communication strategy  

As part of the communication strategy, the Local2030 Coalition intends to formulate an 

outreach plan, primarily supported by FAO. The key result of this outreach initiative will 

be the establishment of a Trello board containing comprehensive information pertinent 

to the Local2030 Coalition. 

- Local2030 Coalition: Joining forces to accelerate SDG Localization: 

https://www.local2030.org/event/view/590 

- Boosting the Localization of the 2030 Agenda: 

https://www.local2030.org/event/view/591 

- World Cities Day: https://www.local2030.org/event/view/587 

- Leveraging the participation of (young) migrants and refugees to co-design inclusive 

local policies and reshape public narratives on urban mobility: 

https://www.local2030.org/event/view/596  

- Smart City Expo World Congress: https://www.local2030.org/event/view/592 

- Online city to city peer learning: Local responses to address discrimination and 

foster participation for migrants and refugees: 

https://www.local2030.org/event/view/597  

- 2023 Cities and Regions for International Partnerships Forum: 

https://www.local2030.org/event/view/593 

- Global Refugee Forum: https://www.local2030.org/event/view/565  

- COP28 side event: Multilevel governance for climate, food, and biodiversity action: 

https://www.local2030.org/event/view/598  

- COP28 – UN Climate Change Conference: 

https://www.local2030.org/event/view/564  

- Local and Regional Governments Day: https://www.local2030.org/event/view/599  

Stories: 

- G20 Plic: Platform on SDG Localization and Intermediary Cities: 

https://www.local2030.org/story/view/374 

- Secretary General’s Advisory Group on Local and Regional Governments:  

https://www.local2030.org/story/view/375 

- Acting together: City, Subnational and National Governments reshaping agrifood 

systems: 

https://www.local2030.org/story/view/376 

- Global Gateaway: Commission launches Civil Society and Local Authorities Dialogue 

Platform: https://www.local2030.org/story/view/377 

- Support monitoring SDG Indicator 11.3.2 Civic Engagement in urban planning and 

management: https://www.local2030.org/story/view/378  

- Local2030 Coalition side event at COP28: https://www.local2030.org/story/view/379  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.local2030.org/event/view/569
https://www.local2030.org/event/view/590
https://www.local2030.org/event/view/591
https://www.local2030.org/event/view/587
https://www.local2030.org/event/view/596
https://www.local2030.org/event/view/592
https://www.local2030.org/event/view/597
https://www.local2030.org/event/view/593
https://www.local2030.org/event/view/565
https://www.local2030.org/event/view/598
https://www.local2030.org/event/view/564
https://www.local2030.org/event/view/599
https://www.local2030.org/story/view/374
https://www.local2030.org/story/view/375
https://www.local2030.org/story/view/376
https://www.local2030.org/story/view/377
https://www.local2030.org/story/view/378
https://www.local2030.org/story/view/379
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Figure 1: Example of flyer to promote the Local2030 Coalition 

Communication 

Communication materials (flyers, briefings, etc.) were developed to promote the Local2030 Coalition and its events. 

Likewise, press releases were produced during 2023 to inform the public about the major challenges facing cities and the 

ingredients for a sustainable city. Some of these press releases were posted at El Diario and Noticias de Guipuzkoa  

 

Social 

Media 

Throughout 

2023, tweets 

were published 

to highlight 

significant 

information from 

the Local2030 

Coalition and its 

partners and 

cover key events. 

Examples can be 

found here:  

https://twitter.co

m/Local2030  

 

18 

https://www.eldiario.es/sociedad/shipra-narang-urbanista-jefa-onu-habitat-coches-arboles-significa-felicidad_128_10641924.html
https://www.noticiasdegipuzkoa.eus/sociedad/2023/10/25/impacto-extremo-cambio-climatico-afecta-7429768.html
https://twitter.com/Local2030
https://twitter.com/Local2030
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ACTION  

 

Facilitate cooperation between UN 

agencies and UN mechanisms to advance 

SDG localization 

The Local2030 Coalition aims to foster 

collaboration on SDG localization among UN 

entities. Thus, the Coalition continued to 

promote coherent and integrated actions 

across the UN System. In 2023, the Coalition 

concentrated its efforts in engaging with the 

UN Directors Group, as reported earlier, such 

as defining the 2023 work plan, drafting the 

call for seed funding proposals on SDG 

Localization and collaborating in high-level 

events and shaping the High-Impact Initiative. 

 

Working Groups 

The UN System came together to define how 

to build the local track for the SDG Summit. 

The goal was to ensure that the most relevant 

priorities and themes for local actors to 

achieve the 2030 Agenda were central at the 

2023 SDG Summit.  

The Local2030 Coalition Members proposed 

the establishment of Working Groups to help 

build the Local Track towards the Summit.  

Working Groups were supposed to gather 

discussions across 5 transversal themes:  

• Financing for SDGs at the local level 

• Gender equality and leaving no one 

behind 

• Local Data for SDGs 

• Local response to complex crisis 

• Just Green Transition 

 

 

High Impact Initiatives 

The United Nations development system 

sought to rally all actors behind a set of 

high impact initiatives aimed at 

demonstrating that transformative 

progress is possible despite challenging 

global circumstances and at mobilizing 

further leadership and investment to bring 

progress to scale between now and 2030. 

As part of this effort, the UN development 

system mobilized behind 12 high impact 

initiatives which provided a platform to 

help take SDG progress to scale. 

The selected initiatives facilitate a 

strengthened offer from the UN 

development system in partnership with 

government and an array of key 

stakeholders on crucial dimensions of SDG 

acceleration: six major SDG transitions, 

five critical means of implementation and 

the transversal priority of gender equality. 

 

. 

 

 

v 

However, as the work evolved and 

guidance from EOSG was received, the 

Local2030 Coalition was invited to be one 

of the High Impact Initiatives. Hence, it was 

decided that the results on the Working 

Groups were important to inform the High 

Impact Initiative, but the launch of those 

groups was delayed and a taskforce 

working on the HII was created.  

 

. 

 

 

v 
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HIGH IMPACT INITIATIVES 

Digital Public Infrastructure. Scaling 
inclusive and open digital ecosystems for 
the SDGs 

Energy Compacts. Scaling up ambition to 
deliver SDG7 

Food System Transformation. Transforming 
food systems for a sustainable world 
without hunger 

FutureGov. Building public sector 
capabilities for the future 

Global Accelerator. The Global Accelerator 
on jobs and social protection for just 
transitions 

Local2030 Coalition. Pushing key 
transitions and achieving the SDGs by 2030 

Nature Driving Economic Transformation. 
Leveraging the power of biodiversity and 
nature to drive equitable economic 
progress 

Power of Data. Unlocking the data dividend 
for the SDGs. 

Spotlight Initiative. To eliminate violence 
against women and girls 

The SDG Stimulus. Scaling up long-term 
affordable financing for the SDGs. 

Transofrming4Trade. Paradigm shift to 
boost economic development 

Transforming Education. Learning to build 
a better future for all 

 

 

 

 

 

A. Process 

The Local2030 Coalition was chosen as one 

of twelve high impact initiatives led by UN-

system entities that showcase select 

programmatic offerings and initiatives to 

support Member States' efforts towards just 

development transitions and SDG 

achievement.  

To this end, with the support of the 13 UN 

entities (UN-Habitat, UNDP, FAO, ESCAP, 

IOM, UN DESA, UNECE, UNEP, UNHCR, 

UNICEF, UN WOMEN, WHO, Joint SDG 

Fund), members of the Steering Committee 

(Global Taskforce of Local and Regional 

Governments, the Government of Italy and 

the Host of the Local2030 Coalition 

Secretariat – Government of Spain, Basque 

Government and the city of Bilbao) and 

Local2030 Hubs (Hawai’i Green Growth and 

Liverpool 2030Hub, Paraná Hub, and 

Local2030 Knowledge Hub), the Local2030 

Coalition Co-chairs and the Secretariat have 

worked close with the Executive Office of the 

Secretary-General and the guidance of the 

Boston Consulting Group to shape the high 

impact initiative on localization. As a result of 

this process, a Brochure (Annex 14) 

containing key elements of the HII was 

finalized.  

B. Goals 

By fostering multilevel governance 

structures, bridging various sectors to 

address multiple territorial scales of the 

urban-rural continuum, helping to build 

coherence across policies and actions, 

strengthening multistakeholder capacities 

and enhancing their collaboration, 

leveraging resources to finance a pipeline of 

local-level initiatives and broadening 

avenues for inclusive participation the 

Local2030 Coalition will ensure the SDGs are 

fully localized.   

 

High Impact Initiative on Localization 

 

https://hlpf.un.org/sites/default/files/2023-09/Local2030%20Brochure.pdf
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The key transitions that the High Impact Initiative portfolio seeks to bring about have local 

components requiring local solutions. Among others, the Local2030 Coalition will 

advocate and provide resources for local government capacity to: 

• Accelerate the transformation of food systems, ensuring that national 

commitments cascade down to the territorial and local level. 

• Direct their efforts toward inclusivity across a range of substantive policy areas, 

including education, social protection, and jobs. 

• Support the elimination of violence against women and girls through the scaled-

up implementation of the Women-Led Cities initiative. 

• Ensure localized impact of biodiversity and nature focused investments. 

• Complement national data and statistics through systematic collection of local 

data on SDG achievement. 

 

C. Targets 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The HII on Localization also outlines the agreed short-, medium- and long-term targets up 

to 2030.  

Members of the Local2030 Coalition (UN Directors Group, Steering Committee and 

Local2030 Hubs) are encouraged to continuously consider how they can contribute to the 

existing targets as well as adding additional ones.  
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TARGETS Deadline 

By 2023 

Target 1: 50 national and subnational governments committed to supporting locally-driven actions by joining the Local2030 
Coalition 

Dec-23 

By 2024 

Target 1: Additional commitments of USD 25 million secured for the Joint SDG Fund’s SDG Localization Window, including 
through commitments from at least 5 IFIs 

Dec-24 

Target 2: Women-led Cities Window established (including taskforce, donors, cities selected) Dec-24 

Target 3: All members of the UNSDG have joined the Local2030 Coalition Jun-24 

By 2025 

Target 1: Network of Local2030 Hubs expanded by ten Hubs across four continents Dec-25 

By 2028 

Target 1: Major private sector investment has been contributed in at least 100 cities aligned with the SDGs Dec-28 

Target 2: 100 Voluntary National Reviews (VNRs) demonstrate a link with Voluntary Local Reviews (VLRs) Jun-28 

Target 3: 25 Voluntary National Reviews (VNRs) demonstrate a link with Voluntary Subnational Reviews (VSRs) Jun-28 

Target 4: The role of SDG localization, VLRs and VSRs fully recognized within the UN political declarations and outcome documents Dec-28 

By 2030   

Target 1: 1000 local governments have joined the SDG Cities initiative Dec-30 

Target 2: USD 150 million has been invested in catalytic initiatives at the local level through the SDG Localization Window Dec-30 

Target 3: USD 50 million has been mobilized under the Women-Led Cities initiatives to support cities led by women leaders to 
accelerate SDG achievement with a focus on reducing social inequality, achieving gender equality, and eradicating violence against 
women 

Dec-30 

 



34 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  SDG Localization Window 

The Local2030 Coalition and the Joint SDG 

Fund have joined forces to launch the SDG 

Localization Window, which counts on the 

strong support of the Spanish Government.  

By rapidly mobilizing and disbursing funding to 
UN Country Teams across the globe, the 
Window aims to push for a collective UN System 
response to accelerating SDG Localization, 
particularly in vulnerable countries across the 
globe. 

 
A call for seed funding was launched in 2023, 
marking the preparatory phase for the 
development of the Localization Window.  
 

CALL FOR SEED FUNDING PROPOSAL 

A. Description of the Call for Seed 

Funding Proposal 

With the support of the 15 UN entities from the 

UN Directors Group, the Local2030 Coalition 

developed the description of the Call for Seed 

Funding Proposal.  

The call was designed to: 

• Accelerate SDG achievement at the local 

level through strategic interventions that 

advance multilevel capacities and 

governance. 

• Strengthen the enabling environment for 

integrated policymaking, financing 

solutions, and coherent SDG monitoring 

and reporting from the national to the 

local level.  

The goal was to fund catalytic activities that 

clearly demonstrate the role of SDG localization 

to accelerate the achievement of the 2030 

Agenda. This approach would enhance context-

specific comprehension of SDG localization and 

attract further investments from development 

partners. 

 

 

 

Areas of intervention 

The Call for Seed Funding Proposal 

emphasized flexibility and deployed 

financing in alignment with the triple focus 

areas of the Local2030 Coalition 10-year 

Strategy for the Decade of Action: Advocacy, 

Action, and Monitoring.  

Thus, Joint Programmes defined 

interventions in the following areas:  

A) Advocacy: Increase awareness and 

enhance bottom-up and inclusive 

processes to engage local stakeholders on 

the 2030 Agenda to address interlocking 

crises and development challenges. 

1. Boosting awareness and local actors’ 

engagement. 

2. Capacity development on SDG 

localization. 

 

B) Action: Build and nurture a support 

platform to advance an effective multi-

level governance system for SDG 

localization as well as increase and 

channel financing to multi-stakeholder 

initiatives. 

3. Identifying and supporting innovative 

actions at the local level and scaling up 

from local to global. 

4. Local action at the heart of 

development plans and strategies. 

5. SDG financing towards local action. 

 

C) Monitoring: Increase monitoring and 

reporting by subnational and local actors 

and opportunities for them to exchange 

knowledge and perspectives and 

contribute to national frameworks.    

6. Localized SDG monitoring and 

reporting. 
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The call for seed funding proposals totaling up to USD 4 million was distributed into 2 

groups of countries. 

  GROUP A                                                                         GROUP B 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B. Launch of the Call for Seed Funding Proposal 

Based on the inputs received from the UN entities, 27 UNCTs (Annex 18) were 

preselected and invited to participate in the first round of the call for seed funding 

proposals (Annex 15). 

The Local2030 Coalition Secretariat and the Joint SDG Fund Secretariat organized 2 

webinars in August to instruct the UNCTs and RCs on the Call, its areas of intervention, 

evaluation criteria and timeline. A SharePoint portal was created with all the available 

information (guidelines, templates for evaluators, etc.). 

The proposals were reviewed independently by 3 experts (2 UN experts and 1 

independent expert) to ensure objective and transparency. Only proposals that scored a 

minimum of 75% on the technical review were considered for funding. 

 

 

 

 

 

UNCTs where SDG Localization is at an
advanced level and anchored in the
UNSDCF and local-national engagement
is viable.

Max $350,000 per joint program and 12-
15 months for implementation.

16 proposals received: Chile, Colombia,
Costa Rica, Egypt, Fiji, Georgia, Ghana,
Honduras, Indonesia, Jordan, Kenya,
Philippines, Serbia, Uganda, Thailand and
Zambia.

Areas of intervention: Advocacy, Action
and Monitoring.

UNCTs that are fully aligned with the
UNSDCF, where awareness of SDGs or
localization approaches is limited, or
progress on the SDGs is stalled.

Max $150,000 per joint program and 9-12
months for implementation.

11 proposals received: Bangladesh,
Barbados, Belize, Bosnia y Herzegovina,
Cameroon, Gambia, Kyrgyzstan,
Micronesia, Nepal, Palestine and
Tajikistan.

Areas of intervetion: Advocacy.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1rYSeQdOTNqICZ_zWsF82Ne_JOOa1rJmd/edit#gid=1887227210


36 

 

 

UN Experts Non – UN Experts 

UN-Habitat FAO 
Barcarena, Pará, 

Brazil 
Gov. Paraná, Brazil 

UN WOMEN UNHCR IGES, Japan 
Local 2030 Islands 

Network, USA 

UNDP UNEP 
CESOP/ PUC 

Lisbon 
Liverpool Hub 

UNICEF WHO United Cities 

and Local 

Governments 

BLENDlab 

EOSG ESCAP 

 

 

Timeline of the Call for Seed Funding Proposals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approval process and next steps 

As a result of the evaluation process, 11 countries were recommended to receive the 

funds. On the 20th of September, the Technical Joint SDG Fund’s Operational Steering 

Committee pre-approved the selected Joint Programmes. The final decision was 

expected to take place by the Operational Steering Committee. However, the 

Operational Steering Committee meeting was postponed, given the need to revise the 

Joint SDG Fund’s strategy by its Strategy Advisory Group SAG.  

The Deputy Secretary-General chaired the Joint SDG Fund’s SAG meeting in September 

to determine the future strategy of the Joint SDG Fund. The SAG agreed on a new 

strategic approach fully aligning the Fund to the six key SDG transitions, while 

emphasizing the importance of localization as a pivotal driver of all transitions to be 
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pursed through a portfolio approach. Based on the SAG’s strategic guidance, the Fund 

realigned all its ongoing efforts, including the Call for seed funding proposals on SDG 

Localization, to fully align with this new vision and provide clear pathways to achieve 

transformative impact for the SDGs.  

 

As a result, it will be necessary to revise the SDG Localization Window narrative and 

revamp the call for proposals process to design transformative joint programmes that 

effectively localize the key SDG transitions. In addition, it was decided to lay the 

foundation for piloting a localization marker for the Fund. Furthermore, with 

Spain’s additional pledges to Localization and wider donor support for the transitions 

more broadly, there is an opportunity to align these proposals to the broader funding 

envelope of the Fund across the six transitions as we move into programming for 2024. 

 

Given this scenario, the Local2030 Coalition actively explored avenues to ensure that 

localization is integrated into the new strategy. Regular meetings are being held with the 

Joint SDG Fund Secretariat to find a way in which localization can have its own portfolio 

and be featured as one of the main pillars of the strategy. The goal for 2024 is to contibue 

the collaboration with Member States, raise additional funds, support the design and 

implementation of joint programmes, and monitor results to present under the High 

Impact Initiative on Localization. 
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MONITORING  
In 2023, the Local2030 Coalition 

promoted the inclusion of local and 

subnational governments in preparing 

voluntary national reports or existing 

national reporting mechanisms by raising 

awareness on this issue during various 

high-level events that were organized by 

or included the participation of the 

Coalition.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Furthermore, the roles and responsibilities of different stakeholders are outlined as follows: 

 

  

In 2024, the goal of the Coalition is to 

strengthen this work further, by bringing 

together the work of the UN System to 

monitor and report SDG localization. 

This will include reinforcing the link 

between voluntary local reviews and 

voluntary national reports on SDGs.  

Monitoring has also been included as a 

pillar of the High Impact Initiative on 

Localization, having dedicated targets to 

strengthen it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOVERNANCE 
 

In 2023, the critical strategic documents produced by the Local2030 Coalition’s Co-chairs 

in 2022 were reviewed and updated by the Secretariat in consultation and coordination 

with the Coalition's main implementing partners: 

• the Terms of Reference of the Local2030 Coalition Secretariat (Annex 16)  

• the Terms of Reference of the Local2030 Coalition Steering Committee (Annex 1) 

• the Terms of Reference of the Local2030 Hubs (Annex 12)  

 

The 2023 Work Plan 
 

Based on the areas mentioned earlier – Advocacy, Action, and Monitoring - the Local2030 

Coalition's Co-chairs (UN-Habitat and UNDP) and its Secretariat, with the support of the 

Executive Office of the Secretary-General (EOSG), drafted the Local2030 Coalition 2023 Work 

Plan. After consultations with the UN Directors Group, the 2023 Work Plan was presented to 

the Local2030 Coalition Steering Committee, which unanimously endorsed it in April 2023 

(Annex 18). 

The main objectives in 2023 were to better design the Coalition's governance structure and 

operationalize its Secretariat, launch the High Impact Initiative and call for seed funding 

proposals, and mobilize resources. 

Moreover, to take stock of the several sustainable development events in 2023, the Local2030 

Coalition's activities were geared towards bringing the SDG localization approach to several 

high-level debates and conveying local governments' and actors' voices and experiences in 

these discussions.  

https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/:x:/r/sites/UNDirectorsGroupLOCAL2030Coalition/Shared%20Documents/Work%20plan/2023/Revised%20approved%202023%20work%20plan_Jul23.xlsx?d=w84f5a2db487c43a79cb281a3e051c4a8&csf=1&web=1&e=29Wmkl
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Operationalization of the Local2030 Coalition 

Secretariat 

a) Agreements 

Following the acceptance of the whole-of-government proposal made by Spain’s 

administrations and the ceremony to celebrate the opening of the Local2030 Coalition 

Secretariat office in Bilbao, which took place on October 31st, 2022, the Local2030 

Coalition concentrated its effort in 2023 on operationalizing the Secretariat office in 

Bilbao.  

The Bilbao office aims to energize the work of the Local2030 Coalition and further 

advance the localization of the SDGs within the UN system and at the territorial and local 

levels. Its partnership with the Government of Spain, the Basque Government, the Bilbao 

City Council, and the BBK Foundation is maximizing the transformative impact of the 

Coalition and strengthening its strategic and catalytic capacities.  

An important milestone took place on the 6th of July, 2023, when the International 

Administrative Agreement (IAA) was signed between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

European Union and Cooperation of the Kingdom of Spain and UN-Habitat as the lead 

of the Secretariat. The IAA established the terms of the administrative, financial, and 

programmatic provisions for the office of the Secretariat of the Local2030 Coalition in 

Bilbao, totalling 9 million euros and an in-kind contribution of 1 million euros for the 

premisses of the Bilbao office. A second Inter-Administrative Agreement was signed on 

the 1st of December, 2023, between the General Administration of the Kingdom of Spain, 

the General Administration of the Autonomous Community of the Basque Country, the 

Bilbao City Council, and the BBK Foundation to state the commitments acquired by all 

parties included in the proposal for Bilbao's candidacy to host the headquarters of the 

Local2030 Coalition Secretariat. Following the signature of the agreements, the first 

tranche of funds was received by the Local2030 Coalition Secretariat in early December 

2023.  

Moving forward, an agreement needs to be signed with the Basque Government to allow 

the use of premises in Bilbao. The terms of this agreement have been agreed upon by 

the Basque Government, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, European Union, and Cooperation 

of the Kingdom of Spain and UN-Habitat, which is currently being revised by the legal 

department of the Basque Government. 

b) Human Resources 

As of the current date, the Coalition has two full-time staff members, a Programme Officer 

(P3) and a Partnerships and Programme Management Associate (IUNV), guided and 

supported by the co-chairs (UN-Habitat, UNDP as 2022-2023 co-chairs, and FAO as the 

next co-chair). With the agreements and funds in place, the Local2030 Coalition initiated 
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the hiring process for the Secretariat staff. The Secretariat drafted Terms of Reference for 

the main staff that will be engaged: 

• Senior Programme Officer (P5) (Annex 19)  

• Programme and Partnership Manager (P4) (Annex 20) 

• Programme Management Officer (P3) – Partnerships and Networks (Annex 21) 

• Programme Management Officer (P3) – Technical Advisor (Annex 22)  

• National Coordinator (Annex 23) 

• Administrative Assistant (Annex 24) 

 

Resource Mobilization 

 

 

 

 

Whole-of-government Spanish 

Proposal   

Within the framework of a whole 

government proposal presented by the 

Government of Spain, Basque Country, 

and the city of Bilbao and the BBK 

Foundation in July 2022, the Local2030 

Coalition signed on 6th July 2023 an 

International Administrative Agreement. 

The first tranche of funds was received in 

early December 2023.  

Following these advancements, the 

Secretariat will be hosted by the city of 

Bilbao for three years, starting its 

operations in the city in the second 

quarter of 2024. 

Local2030 Knowledge Hub 

(Government of Italy) 

The partnership with the Government of 

Italy to launch "Knowledge Hub" has 

advanced in 2023. The Agreement with 

the Government of Italy was signed in the 

first quarter of 2023 and the 1 million 

euros were received in July 2023.  

The Local2030 Knowledge Hub, 

coordinated by UN-Habitat, in 

partnerships with CeSPI ETS and the 

support of the Government of Italy, aims 

at connecting Academia with policy 

making processes. The Knowledge Hub 

will specifically create a multidisciplinary 

cluster of PhD candidates and young 

researchers in the selected pilot 

countries, who will benefit from training 

and capacity building and will be linked 

to territorial and national authorities to 

inform SDG-related strategic planning, 

policy, and reporting. The knowledge 

produced by the Knowledge Hub will 

inform the development of global 

knowledge material on SDG localization 

as well as UN-led and international 

processes on SDG localization. 

 

 

In 2023, one of the main priorities of the Local2030 Coalition was to reach out to 

potential donors that are championing the localization of the SDGs to support the 

Coalition, its Secretariat, and activities. Please find below a summary of resource 

mobilization achievements: 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/19vn8fJQ7iE22jNT1LqvAttvIBk1jCKTX/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mblZrwMZveVbm_UfIx3CCqj1HkjsrJTp/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-f2Za3A5UjR9t9gQfVycn4Bo8A1fRQDe/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1o6pbk_yj0OucHmZNUVMgoz96QfdgjChk/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-UgwUI1VbL-hoZPMQMndzdhlcOc080Ce/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FrCe1tH7Thuy8OAGjc2BhvoSesgmEFlU/edit


41 

 

 

 

Partnerships 

The Local2030 Coalition has discussed new partnership perspectives with bilateral 

donors, philanthropies, universities, local government networks and NGOs during 2023 

to promote SDG Localization. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USAID 

The Local2030 Coalition established a 

routine of bi-monthly calls with USAID. The 

discussions covered several key points, 

including: 

• Local2030 Coalition as an entry door for 

USAID to engage with the UN and public 

institutions, promoting a unified 

approach to Localization. 

• Develop good practices and guidelines 

on access to financing for local actors to 

advance the SDGs in collaboration with 

the Planning, Finance and Economy 

Section team within UN-Habitat: 

I. Building Absorption Capacity of 

Local Actors 

II. Breaking Down Financing Barriers 

• Joint engagement in high level events to 

promote localization, being WUF12 a 

key opportunity to emphasize 

localization efforts and showcase 

experiences of locally led development.  

• Explore opportunities to collaborate at 

the 2024 HLPF and the Summit of the 

Future. 

• Streamline the concept of localization to 

address the existing disconnect and 

build a common understanding of the 

work on localization. 

• Explore the possibility of signing an 

MoU between USAID and the 

Local2030 Coalition, with a focus on 

advancing SDG localization. 

• Explore the joint development and 

launch of an innovation challenge (with 

World Food Programme innovation hub) 

with funding opportunities for cities, 

focused on SDG Localization. 

Fundación Avina 

The Local2030 Coalition and Fundación 

Avina are exploring partnership 

opportunities. A framework for concrete 

collaboration will be finalized in 2024. In 

the meantime, the Foundation has 

agreed to contribute to the Coalition’s 

high-level events.  

Ms. Paz Gonzalez, Coordinator for 

Climate Action, Water and Biomes 

Programs of Fundación Avina 

participated as a speaker at the 

Local2030 Coalition Side Event at 

COP28: “Multilevel governance for 

climate, food, and biodiversity action”. 

Government of Egypt 

The Local2030 Coalition Secretariat is 

nurturing relations with the 

Government of Egypt. In 2023, the 

Local2030 Coalition co-organized a 

side event in the margins of the 2023 

SDG Summit: “Financing Localization or 

Localizing Finance?” 

The Government of Egypt, through the 

Ministry of Planning and Economic 

Development is currently working with 

UN Habitat, UNDP and the Local2030 

Coalition to establish a Local2030 Hub 

in Cairo. The Hub will be people-

centred, practice-based and use 

innovative knowledge to accelerate the 

localization of SDGs locally, nationally 

and regionally in Africa. Discussions to 

shape the Hub are ongoing and the 

Hub should be launch in 2024, at the 

12th World Urban Forum. 

 

 



42 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Simon Fraiser University 

The Local2030 Coalition and Simon 

Fraser University hold meetings to 

explore synergies. The first 

collaboration was the participation of 

Sid Meha, Director Ancillary Services of 

Simon Fraser University, in the 

Local2030 Coalition side event at 

COP28: “Multilevel governance for 

climate, food, and biodiversity action”. 

There also ongoing discussions on how 

to link the University’s Action labs for 

SDG localization to the Local2030 

Coalition HII. 

 

 

Basque Universities  

The Local2030 Coalition met with the 

three Basque Universities (University of 

the Basque Country, University of 

Mondragon and University of Deusto) to 

learn more about the Agenda2030 & 

SDG Postgraduate Degree. Among 

potential opportunities for collaboration 

are the possibility of holding joint events 

once the Local2030 Coalition is 

operative in Bilbao, as well as to co-host 

an internship programme. 
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1pCesUiSKlNRUFea3GG_fxiA-nACN8A06
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1pCesUiSKlNRUFea3GG_fxiA-nACN8A06
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1rYSeQdOTNqICZ_zWsF82Ne_JOOa1rJmd/edit#gid=1887227210
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19vn8fJQ7iE22jNT1LqvAttvIBk1jCKTX/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19vn8fJQ7iE22jNT1LqvAttvIBk1jCKTX/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rfkgBIfd-i9P6qjyY85o6jTIpghss9v-/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rfkgBIfd-i9P6qjyY85o6jTIpghss9v-/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-f2Za3A5UjR9t9gQfVycn4Bo8A1fRQDe/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-f2Za3A5UjR9t9gQfVycn4Bo8A1fRQDe/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1o6pbk_yj0OucHmZNUVMgoz96QfdgjChk/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1o6pbk_yj0OucHmZNUVMgoz96QfdgjChk/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-UgwUI1VbL-hoZPMQMndzdhlcOc080Ce/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FrCe1tH7Thuy8OAGjc2BhvoSesgmEFlU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FrCe1tH7Thuy8OAGjc2BhvoSesgmEFlU/edit
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Annex 1: Steering Committee’s 

ToR 

Terms of Reference of the Local2030 

Coalition Steering Committee 

Aim and Composition 

The Steering Committee (SC) is the governing 

body of the Local2030 Coalition and provides 

strategic leadership and governance oversight. 

The SC is responsible for making key strategic 

decisions and ensuring the effectiveness of the 

Coalition's operations through regular review 

of reports and results facilitated by the 

Local2030 Coalition Secretariat. 

The SC should have a maximum of seven 

members, comprising five members 

representing different constituencies, the host of 

the Local2030 Coalition Secretariat, and one 

rotational Local2030 Hub representative. The SC 

composition will ensure the principles of 

inclusiveness and balanced representation 

(gender, age, and geographic), as well as the 

need for a manageable size for decision-making 

effectiveness. Two United Nations entities will co-

chair the Steering Committee and, together with 

the Secretariat, will ensure the active 

engagement of UN entities through the UN 

Directors Group. The Executive Office of the 

Secretary-General (EOSG) will also closely 

accompany the work of the Local2030 Coalition.                 

 

Membership 

1. Co-chairs 

Purpose 

The Local2030 Coalition is co-chaired by 
Principals from two UN Entities – with UN-
Habitat as the permanent co-chair, tasked 
with leading its Secretariat, and a two-year 
rotational co-chair. The rotation of the co-
chair is intended to diversify the leadership 
of the Coalition across different parts of the 
United Nations and promote a whole-of-
system approach. 

Co-chairs have the overall responsibility to 
(a) represent, supervise, and guide the work 
of the Local2030 Coalition, (b) act as contact 
points between the Secretariat, the SC, the 
UN Directors Group, and the Local2030 
Hubs, and (c) serve as chairs for the 
meetings. 

Appointment of co-chairs 

After a consultation process to define the 
strategic orientation of Local2030, held in 
2021 by the Executive Office of the Secretary 
General, under the guidance of the UN 
Deputy Secretary General, UN-Habitat was 
appointed as permanent co-chair, while 
UNDP was invited to be the first rotational co-
chair for 2022-2023, followed by FAO (Food 
and Agriculture Organization). For future 
mandates, UN agencies, offices, funds, and 
programmes will be invited to express an 
interest in taking on the role of the rotational 
co-chair through a competitive, fair and 
transparent selection process.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Members 

Purpose 

The members of the Steering Committee represent a diverse group of relevant stakeholders, who will bring 
to the work of the Local2030 Coalition different perspectives on how to implement global agendas and 
achieve sustainable development at the local level.  
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3. Observer members  

The Local2030 Coalition will also grant observer status to former and future rotational UN Co-
chairs. This status will be conferred on a time-bound basis of one year. The objective is to 
contribute to a smooth membership transition and ensure continuity and coherence of activities 
of the Coalition.  

Appointment of members 

Members of the Steering Committee include one representative each from:  

 

The members of the Steering Committee will be appointed by the co-chairs of the Local2030 Coalition 
for a period of 2 years, with the strategic guidance of the EOSG and according to the following criteria: 

• Competence and experience in sustainable development, multi-level governance, or local 

action. 

• Recognized leadership in their fields of action. 

• Capacity to represent their peers at global and regional debates.  

• Ability to meaningfully contribute to the work of the Local2030 Coalition by linking their ongoing 

initiatives and connecting relevant platforms and partners. 

• Gender, age, and geographical balance.  

• Readiness to contribute to the work of the Local2030 coalition and its Steering Committee 

UN entities and partners of the Local2030 Coalition will be invited to submit nominations for SC 
membership every 2 years.  

The country hosting the Local2030 Coalition Secretariat and one rotational representative of the 
Local2030 Hubs will be invited to join the Steering Committee as an ex-officio member. 
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Term of office 

The members of the SC should begin their terms of office at the closure of the SC meeting at which 
they are appointed and should remain in office for two years. Members of the SC may be 
reappointed if the Co-chairs receive such a request.  

Should a member of the SC resign or be unable to exercise their functions, the SC will designate a 
replacement for the remainder of the term based on the established criteria and procedure for the 
appointment of SC members. 

Commitment 

Steering Committee members are required to participate in the annual Steering Committee meeting 
and serve as dedicated advocates for the Local2030 Coalition throughout their tenure. 

In addition, all entities who are members of the Steering Committee will be expected to formally 
appoint a focal point at the Director/working level to be the liaison with the work of the Local2030 
Coalition, who will advance the implementation of strategies and various activities as part of the 
Local2030 Coalition work plans. 

Steering Committee members can also provide secondments and contributions to the functioning 
of the Local2030 Secretariat. 

Key tasks and Responsibilities  

- Review and approve these Terms of Reference and update and/or modify them, as 

necessary, in case of compelling requirements. 

- Provide strategic guidance to the work of the Local2030 Coalition. 

- Approve the work plans and annual reports of the Local2030 Coalition and review their 

objectives and indicators as necessary. 

- Review and ensure the alignment of the fund allocations earmarked by donors to specific 

activities or UN Entities. 

- Lead a stocktaking every year at the Principal level to refine the priorities, reflecting the 

most impactful action areas that will cumulatively accelerate the progress towards 

achieving the SDGs. 

- Review changes to the thematic or work focus; ensure their conformity with the 10-year 

strategy of the Coalition. 

- Review and approve the periodic progress reports (programmatic and financial) 

consolidated by the Local2030 Coalition Secretariat. 

- Advocate for enhanced and accelerated SDG action, especially at the local level. 

Decisions 

- The Steering Committee makes decisions by consensus. Decisions of the Steering 

Committee shall be duly recorded.   

- Prior to presenting the Secretariat3 position on a significant issue to the members of the 

SC, the Secretariat and Co-Chairs must ensure that it is endorsed internally by participating 

UN Entities and is in line with the Secretariat’s regulatory requirements. 

- The Steering Committee can decide to establish working groups for specific work streams 

that the Local2030 Coalition might prioritize in its work plan. 
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Detailed tasks of the Co-Chairs of the Steering Committee  

- Make sure that the decisions made by the Steering Committee are in accordance with the 

regulatory requirements of the Secretariat and agreements with the participating Member 

States and donors. 

- Ensure that the decisions made by the Steering Committee are duly recorded and 

promptly communicated to the members of the Local2030 coalition, including 

participating Agencies, the UN country teams, and donors, as appropriate. 

- Appoint the members of the Steering Committee 

- Monitor the implementation of the decisions of the Steering Committee. 

- Make the full power and expertise of the participating UN Entities available to the 

Local2030 Coalition.  

- Convene members, partners, Local2030 Hubs and Steering Committee for regular 

Coalition meetings.  

- Provide an efficient platform for engagement amongst Coalition members.  

The Structure 
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Annex 2: Minutes of the second meeting of the Local2030 Coalition Steering 

Committee 

Minutes of the second meeting of the Local2030 Coalition Steering Committee 

Date: 14 July 2023 

Time: 17:00 to 19:00 EAT | 16:00 to 18:00 CEST | 10:00 to 12:00 EDT 

Place: Hybrid (Room 0943, UN-Habitat New York Liaison Office, 2 UN Plaza, 44th Street, New York, 

United States and via Microsoft Teams) 

Participants  

o Co-chairs: Mr. Haoliang Xu, Under Secretary-General of the United Nations and Associate 

Administrator, and Director of Bureau for Policy and Programme Support of UNDP (in-

person); Ms. Maimunah Mohd Sharif, Under Secretary-General of the United Nations and 

Executive Director of UN-Habitat (in-person); Ms. Adriana Dinu, Senior Advisor to the 

Director of the Bureau for Policy and Programme Support of UNDP (in person). 

o Presenters: Ms. Francine Melchioretto, Programme Officer of UN-Habitat and Local2030 

Coalition Secretariat (in-person); Mr. Rafael Tuts, Director of the Global Solutions Division of 

UN-Habitat (in-person); Ms. Renata Rubian, Lead in Cities and Urbanization of UNDP (in 

person); Ms. Shipra Narang Suri, Chief of the Urban Practices Branch of UN-Habitat and Head 

of the Local2030 Coalition (in-person). 

o Steering Committee members: Ms. Clara Arpa Azofra, CEO of Arpa Equipos Móviles de 

Campaña, Member of the UN Global Compact Board and President of the UN Global 

Compact Spain (online); Ms. Emilia Saiz, Secretary General of United Cities and Local 

Governments (in-person); Ms. Esther Muiruri, Founder of the Gold Ribbon Initiative (in-

person); Ms. Eva del Hoyo Barbolla, Director-General for Sustainable Development Policies 

of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, European Union and Cooperation, Spain (in-person); Mr. 

Marco Ricci, Minister Plenipotentiary of the Directorate General for Development 

Cooperation, Italy (online); Mr. Stefanos Fotiou, Director of the Office of Sustainable 

Development Goals of FAO (online); 

o List of Participants: Mr. Adrian Martin, Counsellor of the Permanent Mission of Spain to the 

UN (in-person); Ms. Belen Verdeguer, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, European Union and 

Cooperation (in-person); Ms. Claudia Garcia, Partnership and Project Officer of UN-Habitat 

(in person); Mr. Christian Williams, Director of New York Liaison Office of UN-Habitat (in-

person); Ms. Lara Blanco, Deputy Director of the Sustainable Development Unit of EOSG 

(online); Ms. Lucia Graf, Partnership and Programme Management Associate of UN-Habitat 

(online); Mr. Martino Miraglia, Human Settlements Officer of UN-Habitat (in-person); Mr. 

Pablo Fernandez, Chief of Staff of United Cities and Local Government (in-person); Mr. 

Runze Wang, Special Assistant to the Executive Director of UN-Habitat (in-person); Ms. Stella 

Mungai, Programme Management Assistant of UN-Habitat (in-person). 

Goal of the meeting:  

Convened by the Local2030 Coalition's Co-chairs (UN-Habitat and UNDP), the second Steering 

Committee (SC) meeting presented the main achievements of the Coalition since the first SC meeting 

in April 2022, approved strategic documents and discussed relevant issues such as the 2023 work 

plan, the SDG Localization window, the High Impact Initiative on Localization, SC member's priorities 

and the new SC’s cohort (2024-2025). 
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Agenda item 01: Report of the state of play 

 

Key points presented: 

Ms. Shipra Narang Suri. 

Main achievements of the Local2030 Coalition: 

Agreement between the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, European Union and Cooperation of the 

Kingdom of Spain and UN-Habitat that formally 

establishes the Local2030 Coalition Secretariat in 

Bilbao was signed on July 6th, 2023; The SDG 

Localization Window’s initial concept is finalized 

and the call for seed funding proposals, the 

incubation phase of the window, will be launched 

in the coming weeks; Participation in main high-

level events in 2022 and 2023, such as the 2022 

ECOSOC Partnership Forum, WUF11, HLPF22, 77 

UNGA, COP27, Water Conference and HLPF23; 

Partnership with Italy to operationalize the 

Knowledge Hub has advanced and a contribution 

of €1,000,000 was received in May 2023; The 

Government of Egypt is developing a proposal for 

an African Hub in Cairo with the support of UN-

Habitat and UNDP; the 2023 work plan and the 

revised SC’s ToR were approved on 30 June 2023; 

Strategic meetings were organized with the 

Local2030 Coalition’s members (UN Directors 

Group and focal points, SC members and focal 

points, Local2030 Hubs, EOSG, UN-Habitat, 

UNDP and FAO). 

Agenda item 02: Approval of the Local2030 Hub’s 

Terms of Reference (ToR)  

 

Key points highlighted: 

Ms. Maimunah Mohd Sharif. The critical decision 

that required the SC's consensus before the 

approval of the ToR were the following: 1) 

Signature of a Memorandum of Understanding 

with the Local2030 Coalition Secretariat; 2) 

Rotational chair at the SC; Financial contribution to 

the Coalition’s Secretariat. 

 

Ms. Emilia Saiz agreed with the 

importance of having a ToR to organize 

and create a structure for the Hubs. 

However, she stressed the need to 

include a further explanation of how the 

rotational SC chair will be defined. She 

also suggested that voluntary financial 

contributions from the Hubs are 

considered to ensure representation of 

the Global South. 

Ms. Shipra Narang Suri emphasized the 

importance of having standard criteria for 

Hubs to ensure they have the functional 

capacity to deliver what it promises to the 

Coalition. For this reason, establishing 

financial criteria is also crucial. She also 

underlined the importance of signing an 

MoU with the Hubs to set out the terms of 

their relationship with the Local2030 

Coalition. 

Mr. Rafael Tuts stressed the importance 

of the Hub's financial contribution to the 

Secretariat, as this will ensure constant 

coordination and support of the 

Local2030 Coalition to the Hubs. 

Mr. Marco Ricci and Ms. Clara Arpa 

reiterated the importance of the ToR to 

regulate their responsibilities better. Mr. 

Ricci also suggested that the financial 

contribution could be assessed 

considering the Hubs' size and budget. 

 

Outcomes: 

The SC members have officially 

approved the ToR for the Local2030 

Hubs. Notwithstanding, the points and 

concerns the SC raised during the 

discussion will be incorporated as 

amendments to the ToR. The revised 

version of the document will be 

circulated among all SC members for 

their final review before being 

distributed to the Local2030 Hubs and 

the UN Directors Group. 
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Agenda item 03: Round of discussions including Steering Committee Members’ contributions 

 

A) The approved 2023 work plan 

Key points presented  

 Ms. Renata Rubian and Ms. Francine Melchioretto 

Main priorities until December: Launch the first call for seed proposals of the SDG Localization Window 

and select Joint Programmes (Jul. and Sep. 2023); HII on SDG Localization at the SDG Summit (Sep. 

2023); Operationalize the Secretariat in Bilbao (Oct. 2023); Rebrand the Local2030 Coalition (Dec. 

2023); Organize high-level events (ongoing); among others. 

Key upcoming events co-organized by the Local2030 Coalition and members in 2023: Side-event at 

UN Food Systems Summit +2STMs on multilevel governance and multistakeholder partnerships to 

enable transformative food systems at the local level (24 Jul.); Local and Regional Governments Forum 

(16 Sep.) and HII on Localization (17 Sep.) at SDG Summit/UNGA; Spain's Event in Madrid on SDG 

Localization (11 Oct.); Local2030 Hubs event in Honolulu (25 Oct.); Local2030's side event at COP28 

(TBC); Local2030's side event at the Global Refugee Forum (TBC). 

Key points highlighted: 

Ms. Eva del Hoyo reaffirmed that localization is one of the priorities of the Spanish Presidency of the 

Council of the EU. She invited SC members to the high-level meeting in Madrid in October. 

 

Ms. Emilia Saiz mentioned the importance of civil society to the Coalition and the link between the 

voluntary local reviews and the voluntary community reviews. She also suggested that the Coalition 

should be more prominent in the LRGFs. 

 

Mr. Marco Ricci declared the opportunity to promote localization in the G20 agenda with the Brazilian 

Presidency in 2024. He also noted that the Italian G7 Presidency next year will likely include urban 

issues as one of its main priorities. In addition, he stressed Italy’s commitment to pushing the 

localization agenda into key global discussions such as the Food Systems Summit and +2 STMs, and 

the Rome Expo. 

 

Next steps: 

Ms. Shipra Narang Suri reminded the attendees that the SC officially approved the 2023 work plan 

on June 30th. She emphasized that the work plan is a living and dynamic document, open to further 

contributions as the work progresses. The Secretariat will incorporate the suggestions presented 

during the meeting and encouraged all SC members to continue adding their contributions to the 

agreed outcomes on an ongoing basis through their respective focal points. 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B) SDG Summit  

Key points presented 

 Mr. Rafael Tuts  

The Local2030 Coalition has been chosen as one of the 12 UN High Impact Initiatives (HIIs) after 
undergoing a competitive selection process held by EOSG with over 124 applications.  

Main pillars of the HII on Localization: 1. Integrated urban planning, financing, and implementation for 
the SDGs; 2. Strengthening SDG data for evidence-based policymaking; 3. Financing local action for 
the SDGs; 4 Inclusive local actions to leave no one behind. 

 

11 UN agencies, 3 Local2030 hubs, and 1 SC member have submitted deliverables proposals.  

Champions Member States being mobilized: Spain, Italy, Brazil, Ghana, and Malaysia (to be 
mobilized). In addition, the Hawai'i Green Growth Hub will support in approaching the USA.  

Defining the scope of the HII's outcomes in a short timeframe is challenging, but this is an opportunity 
to accelerate and scale up the Coalition's work and achievement.  

The weekend event at the SDG Summit includes a mobilization day on Sep. 16 and the SDG 
Acceleration Day on Sep. 17, where each HII will have 90 minutes to convene its main messages.  

 

Key points highlighted 

Mr. Christian Williams reinforced the point that this is an amazing opportunity to show the Local2030 
Coalition as an accelerator of the transitions and its potential to contribute to other HIIs.  
Ms. Esther Muiruri stressed the importance of involving civil society in the process.  

Ms. Adriana Dinu stressed the need to showcase how the four pillars will be linked to the six 
transitions.  

Mr. Rafael Tuts mentioned the methodology and approach of the Coalition will be reflected in the 
HII. He also emphasized that although the pillars of the HII on localization may not directly center on 
the six transitions, they will track their impact on delivering the transitions.  

Ms. Shipra Narang Suri highlighted the Coalition sparked the interest of potential champions 
Member States during the 2023HLPF. She also suggested using the Bilbao office to trigger the post-
summit discussion on the HII to expand the scale of deliverables and engage more partners.  

Ms. Lara Blanco highlighted that transitions will be the core of the work to be done in the next seven 
years towards 2030. She also mentioned the importance of linking the events on 16 and 17 Sep., 
suggesting that Ms. Emilia Saiz would be well-placed to support us on this front.  
 

Next steps:  

- The Secretariat will provide comprehensive updates on the progress of the HII to the SC 

through their focal points, seeking further guidance on the concept and the event scheduled 

at the SDG Summit  

- The Secretariat will contact the Global Task Force of Local and Regional Governments, UN-

Habitat, UNDP, and UN DESA to ensure the connection between the Local and Regional 

Government Forum and the presentation of the HII on localization. The goal is to provide a 

strong link between both events, scheduled for the weekend preceding the SDG Summit on 

September 16th and 17th.  

- The Secretariat will contact the SC members to add, refine and shape the deliverables post-

summit, aligning them with the agreed-upon objectives of the Coalition's strategy and work 

plans.  

- SC members are encouraged to actively mobilize Member States and other stakeholders, as 

well as additional support and resources to drive the successful implementation of the HII on 

Localization.  
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C) SDG Localization Window  

Key points presented: 

Ms. Shipra Narang Suri. 

The SDG Localization Window will enhance catalytic funding for SDG Localization and enable joint UN 

action at the country level in the Coalition priorities: advocacy, action, and monitoring. 

Resource mobilization: initial funding to launch the incubation phase of the window was secured 

thanks to Spain’s financial contribution, but support is still needed from SC members to ensure the 

multi-year funding of around USD 100 million needed to launch the window. 

Call for Seed Funding Proposals: the call will enable an initial push for a collective UN System response 

to accelerate SDG Localization and inform the Window on SDG Localization. The funding is not for 

implementing large-scale projects but focuses on upstream work, such as capacity development, 

programming, mobilization, and consultation. Thus, support should be channelled to critical 

processes and activities often lacking funding. 

The SDG Localization Window and call for seed funding proposal will be featured as part of the HII on 

Localization under the pillar dedicated to financing. However, due to delays in the launch of the call, 

it will not be possible to bring to the event representatives of the Joint Programmes that have been 

selected. 

Key points highlighted  

Mr. Marco Ricci pointed out the absence of the youth focus in the window and suggested that it 

should consider the principle of intergenerational equity. He also asked for more information on how 

the selected joint programmes will be evaluated at the end of their implementation. It was clarified 

that the Joint SDG Fund will do this evaluation. 

Next steps: 

- The Secretariat will provide updates on the progress of the SDG Localization Window and the 

call for seed funding proposals to the SC through their focal points.  

- SC members are encouraged to actively mobilize additional support and resources from 

Member States and potential donors to launch the SDG Localization Window. 
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D) New Steering Committee co-hort 2024-2025 

Key points highlighted: 

Ms. Maimunah Mohd Sharif. 

Mentioned that Co-chairs see the members of the SC as the Coalition's champions and expressed 

gratitude for their support to deliver the Coalition's ambition in these initial years. 

Emphasized the significance of the current moment for the Local2030 Coalition, stressing that the time 

for us to act is now, and invited members to join forces to promote initiatives that can be adapted and 

scaled up through the call for seed funding proposal and the HII on SDG localization. 

Requested SC members to remain champions of the Local2030 Coalition beyond their membership, 

suggesting their continuous engagement. She noted that as FAO was invited to this meeting, she 

expected UNPD to join as an observer member next year. 

Recommended that moving forward, there is a need for a systematic approach to ensure global diversity 

and strategic involvement of other countries and cities in the Coalition. 

Announced that if current SC members are interested in continuing to be a member or would like to 

make recommendations of partners to join the SC next year, they should share a notification via email 

with the Secretariat team. 

Mr. Marco Ricci stressed the need to consider a new national government representative in the 

upcoming cohort to ensure regional balance. 

Ms. Clara Arpa expressed interest in further supporting the Coalition in the following months, including 

raising awareness of her partners. She is also available to meet in September during the GA. 

Ms. Adriana Dinu proposed including HII on Localization champions as potential national government 

representatives. 

Ms. Emilia Saiz stressed the importance of establishing structured criteria for selecting new SC 

members. She advocated for a permanent seat to be allocated to a Global Task Force representative. 

Moreover, considering the importance of continuity and transition, Ms. Saiz expressed her willingness to 

extend her current role as an SC member for an additional two years. Finally, she added that the Global 

Task Force would like to receive the framework with further details on the SC membership. 

Ms. Shipra Narang Suri clarified that there are already permanent SC seats for the Global Task Force, 

as the LRG association and the host of the Coalition's Secretariat in the SC structure, and therefore, both 

will decide their representative for the upcoming term and inform the Co-chairs. Moreover, nominations 

for local and regional governments and civil society representatives will be meticulously gathered for the 

next cohort from various sources, including UN entities and other relevant partners. The selection 

process for the private sector seat previously relied on guidance from the Global Compact. However, 

this time, we can extend nominations to include emerging partners. Finally, the suggestion to invite a 

champion of the HII on localization as the national government representative was well noted. 

Next steps: 

- The updated ToR for the SC will incorporate the defined criteria and procedures for selecting 

new SC members. 

- Nominations for new SC members must be submitted by October 2023 via the Secretariat. The 

selection process will conclude by the first week of December 2023, and the newly appointed 

members will be announced in mid-December 2023. The new SC members will assume their 

roles on January 1st, 2024.  
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Annex 3: Local2030 Coalition Special Event at the 2023 HLFP Report 

 

Local2030 Coalition Special Event: 

“Actions, solutions, and partnerships to foster multilevel 

governance and unlock financing to accelerate SDG 

localization” 

 

12th JULY 2023, 15.00 - 17.00 

Conference Room 6 

 

Background 

Our world faces multiple and interlinked shocks that hinder progress on the achievement of 

SDGs, from the setbacks caused by the COVID-19 pandemic to the impact of the war in 

Ukraine, to the debt crises and the escalating climate emergency, among others. The combined 

and compounding impact of these shocks are worsening deep-rooted and multidimensional 

inequalities, putting the vulnerable at greater risk of being left further behind. They are also 

straining the capacities of governments from the national to the local level to ensure even 

progress on development priorities. 

The Local2030 Coalition was established on the knowledge that global goals require local 

engagement and action to achieve, and need to have local impact to be meaningful. It views 

inclusive multilevel governance and engagement as fundamental to SDG localization and SDG 

achievement, and mobilizing investment and financing as integral to efforts particularly at the 

local level where concrete actions are carried out. 

It is in this context that the Local2030 Coalition convenes this side event as contribution to the 

HLPF processes. 

Objectives:  

By centering the discussions around multilevel governance and financing, the Special event aims 

to foster greater collaboration, drive transformative actions and solutions, and pave the way to 

accelerate SDG localization. To this end, the session will:  

• Explore the principles and models of multilevel governance, emphasizing its importance 
for efficient policymaking, service delivery, and cohesive leadership across various levels 
of governance.  
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• Highlight the significance of financing for the SDGs at the local level and the need to 
mobilize resources for effective implementation of the 2030 Agenda.  

• Facilitate dialogue and collaboration among government representatives from all levels, 
private sector, civil society organizations, and international institutions to develop 
transformative partnerships for delivering the SDGs.  

• Discuss policy guidance and best practices for multilevel governance and financing 
frameworks that support SDG localization.  

Summary of the Session 

Session title 

Local2030 Coalition Special Event: 

“Actions, solutions, and partnerships to 

foster multilevel governance and 

unlock financing to accelerate SDG 

localization”  

Date & time 
Wednesday 12th of July 2023 

15:00-17:00 

Contact person from partner 

institution(s)  

Francine Melchioretto 

Francine.Melchioretto@un.org  

Name of the rapporteur/notetaker 
Lúcia Graf 

Lucia.graf-rojo@un.org  

 

The event explored how we can enhance multilevel governance and unlock financing for the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). It gathered experts and partners from across sectors to 

foster greater collaboration, drive transformative actions and solutions, and pave the way to 

accelerate SDG localization. 

 

PANEL 1. Multilevel governance and engagement 

Ms. Emilia Saiz, Secretary-General of the United Cities and Local Governments, highlighted that 

transforming action requires addressing multilevel governance differently, as it stands as a crucial 

cornerstone. The participation of Local and Regional Governments (LRG) alone is insufficient in 

the VNR process, with only 36% of reports having been consulted with them. 

Hon. Iñigo Urkullu, President of the Basque Government – Lehendakari, Spain, reaffirmed 

through the signature of the agreement with the Local2030 Coalition Secretariat, the Spanish and 

Basque commitment to localization and multilevel governance, along with engaging 

stakeholders at various levels. The Now, 2030 Proposal aims to create a consensus that will mark 

a pivotal moment this year. It calls for an enhanced UN Summit format, clearly defining and 

prioritizing the most pressing Goals for 2030 and promoting a Declaration of Commitment from 

institutions and social partners. 

Dr. Eeva Furman, Secretary General of the Finnish National Commission on Sustainable 

Development, Prime Minister’s Office, Finland, mentioned that achieving the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) requires integrating different levels effectively. According to the 
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Global Sustainable Report 2019, collaborative efforts across various levels are crucial. However, 

there are several challenges in this process: 1. Developing a complex policy framework for 

sustainable development in Finland is difficult due to the involvement of numerous actors. 

Overlapping roles create complications, given the existence of not only regional, local, and 

national levels but also various networks. It is essential to engage everyone and align all levels of 

governance; 2. The presence of numerous sectoral policies makes it challenging to have a 

comprehensive perspective. To support different levels effectively, a holistic picture is necessary, 

linking the higher levels with the local ones; 3, While it is easier to focus on individual SDGs, 

grasping the overall complexity of the SDGs can be challenging. Encouragement is needed to 

promote a broader understanding and vision. 

To address these challenges, making legislation more coherent and long-term is vital. Requiring 

municipality legislation instead of leaving it voluntary would facilitate joint efforts. Integration 

across all levels is essential, necessitating system transformation. Establishing an integrated link 

from Voluntary National Reviews (VNRs) to Voluntary Local Reviews (VLRs) and to Voluntary 

Regional Reviews (VRRs) in an inclusive manner is crucial. 

Platforms, peer learning, and workshops play a significant role in bringing different levels 

together, working on indicators, and developing a comprehensive vision. 

Hon. Joshua Green, Governor of Hawai’i highlighted that Hawai’i, being an isolated state within 

the US, shares closer ideological proximity with island nations in the Pacific region. During the 

presentation of the Second Voluntary Local Review (VLR) for the State of Hawai’i, they expressed 

a strong commitment to integrating their approach. Notably, Hawaii is the only state in the US 

presenting a VLR. This unique position allows them to draw inspiration from two different 

directions - the Pacific region and the rest of the US. 

Furthermore, he emphasized the significance of data in monitoring and planning processes. 

Hon. Wim Dries, Mayor of Genk, Flanders, Belgium, and President of VVSG, discussed the 

positive developments regarding the integration of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in 

Flanders, where 200 Flemish municipalities have embraced the SDGs, indicating a growing 

interest in SDG localization. The cornerstones of this progress in Flanders involve aligning policy 

planning processes with the SDGs and presenting Agenda 2030 as a strategic and moral 

compass for local governments. The VVSG (Association of Flemish Cities and Municipalities) has 

played a pivotal role by providing practical tools to include the SDGs at every stage of local policy 

planning. These tools include a comprehensive set of possible local SDG indicators for writing 

local contests or policy proposals, as well as methodologies for using the SDGs as a framework 

for citizen participation. 

He recommends shifting the focus from thematic knowledge building to understanding the 

importance of the 2030 Agenda as a strategic framework for local policies.  

To strengthen the strategic approach to localization, especially at the regional level, Wim 

suggested that the Flemish administration responsible for regulating local policymaking should 

integrate the SDGs into their communication and policy tools. 

In June 2023, the VVSG and VVP published their first VSR, the process of which started in April 

2023. The aim is for SDG integration to become a natural and automatic process, supported by 

concrete tools for policymakers. 
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Given Belgium's complex institutional structure, Wim acknowledged the importance of aligning 

strategies at the national, regional, community, province, and local government levels, as they all 

seek the same goals. VSRs could make a difference in the future, especially for communities 

unable to develop VLRs, promoting a dual methodology that is both bottom-up and top-down. 

Considering the global aspect of the 2030 Agenda, he stressed the need for international 

partnerships to foster cooperation and progress. Some of the recommendations mentioned 

included: 1. Structurally incorporating the SDGs into local policy planning processes. 2. Involving 

local governments in intergovernmental consultations on sustainable development worldwide. 

3.Recognizing the significance of international partnerships in fulfilling the global component of 

the 2030 Agenda. 

Ms. Esther Muiruri, Founder of the Gold Ribbon Initiative, emphasized the importance of 

involving individuals while addressing localization. To ensure that local communities drive SDG 

actions at the local level, they need to be empowered with technical support, resources, and tools 

to monitor and track progress in implementation. Additionally, fostering knowledge exchange 

and establishing a platform for dialogue is crucial. Esther stressed the need to play a facilitative 

role in local communities, understanding their unique context and not imposing preconceived 

ideas. 

In delivering services, understanding the context of the people being served and actively 

involving the community is essential. By addressing the vulnerabilities of these communities and 

collaborating with local actors, interventions can be targeted and more effective. 

She also highlighted the need of having a robust coordination mechanism that includes both 

governance and non-governance stakeholders for accelerating progress towards the 2030 

Agenda. 

Considering that 40% of Africa's population is under 24 years old, Esther highlighted the 

significance of investing in young people. Scaling up innovations developed by young individuals 

can accelerate SDG achievement, and creating an enabling environment for young people is 

crucial for their active participation in achieving the SDGs. 

Hon. Fatimetou Abdel Malick, President of the Nouakchott Region, Mauritania, noted that there 

is a significant need to reconstitute the architecture of world governance as it has been observed 

that major institutions are weak and unable to find solutions for vulnerable communities. Non-

resilient systems required assistance, and financing poses a major challenge in many countries, 

especially low-income ones. Reconstructing world governance structures and reformulating 

dialogues among local, regional, and national governance are deemed necessary. The goal is to 

change the rules of the game, shifting from a lateral approach to a more localized one through 

the reform of the international governance system. The objective is to manage all state and non-

state actors in sustainable development efforts, prioritizing human rights as a central concern. To 

illustrate these points, examples were provided, such as the Feed and Growth Project in 

Nouakchott, which aims to create jobs and ensure food security for the young population 

involving different levels of actors in its implementation (state, municipality, civil society).  

She emphasized the need for decentralization and shared responsibilities. Establishing trust 

within communities and organizations is crucial. Once all these aspects are addressed and 

resolved, political measures can be effectively put in place. 
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PANEL 2. Financing for SDGs Localization 

Mr. Antônio da Costa e Silva, Chief International Advisor Office of the Minister of Cities, 

mentioned that coordinating among all the branches of government (federal, national, and local, 

each with its judiciary, executive, and legislative level) in Brazil is not always simple, creating 

barriers for private investors who must navigate various regulations and legislations. The primary 

role of multilevel governance is to establish normative integrity, providing investors with a 

comprehensive view of how they can contribute to investments related to the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs). 

To encourage private investment, a normative framework is needed. In areas where the private 

sector chooses not to invest due to factors like cost, distance, or structure, the state must step in. 

This complementary approach ensures that public and private investments do not compete and 

that both sectors have secure spaces. 

Organizations like C40 and UN-Habitat's Cities Investment Facility provide climate change 

financing and support local governments that lack financial capacity. The national level's second 

role is to assist and support local projects, providing proper benchmarking to make them 

attractive to the private sector. 

For private investors, benchmarking the execution of these projects provides assurance that their 

investments will be financially rewarding or contribute to various developmental aspects like 

environmental, social, and governance goals. 

Ms. Kelly Larson, Director Road Safety Program, Bloomberg Philanthropies, believes that 

philanthropy investment plays a crucial role in inspiring local action and increasing government 

commitment. Bloomberg Philanthropies focus on funding cities worldwide in five core areas 

aligned with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): public health, arts, education, 

government innovation, and environment. The organization firmly believes in the power of cities. 

Their approach goes beyond financing; it involves supporting local action and demonstrating 

what can be achieved. By following data-driven insights, obtaining high-level political 

commitment, and garnering support from various agencies and communities, they aim to create 

a ripple effect of support. 

Bloomberg Philanthropies also supports evidence-based practices and ensures cities actively 

engage in promoting best practices. They also prioritize building capacity for sustainability by 

investing in people and communities because they believe local action can still influence national 

policies, and they advocate for change at the national level. 

Hon. Hélder Souza Silva, Mayor of Mafra, Portugal, highlighted that in May 2022, Mafra made a 

strong commitment to implement the 17 SDGs by formalizing its collaboration with UN-Habitat 

through a letter of intent. The municipality understands financing services at four levels: the 

municipal budget, national budget, EU budget, and the role of the private sector. 

The private sector plays a vital role, using its own funds and participating in public-private 

partnerships. The SDGs serve as motivation for all citizens. During the preparation of the 

Voluntary Local Review (VLR), which was approved last April, a diagnostic process was carried out 

in consultation with various stakeholders, including local authorities, municipal experts, civil 

society, and business leaders. The consultation work identified the challenge of promoting SDG 

literacy, which involves engaging people in the process. 
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Another challenge is to define a clear vision for 2030 and identify concrete and realistic projects 

that the community may not initially recognize. He believes that collective involvement and 

motivation are crucial for mobilizing financing resources. Although Mafra's SDG localization 

process is relatively recent, the third challenge highlights the need to scale up actions involving 

both municipal and external partners (public and private) to meet SDG objectives. 

The municipality took the first step by promoting the SDG culture within its territory, and the 

second step involved national and international exchanges to integrate the global movement for 

implementing the 2030 Agenda. To further this goal, some municipalities such as Mafra and 

Braga signed a letter of intent last September to create regional laboratories in the context of 

SDGs. These laboratories will function as centres for applied research, training, capacity building, 

financing, and knowledge sharing with other territories in Portugal and other Portuguese-

speaking countries in Africa and Brazil. 

Mr. Pablo López, Housing and Habitat Coordinator in the Urban Development, Water and 

Creative Economies Division, CAF-Development Bank, Latin America explained that CAF 

Development Bank operates in Latin America and the Caribbean, where there is still a significant 

gap between reality and the achievement of the SDGs, and there is a high demand for financing. 

Public resources alone are insufficient to address the necessary investments to close this gap. The 

bank has limited capacity to provide financing, so they need to catalyse resources and seek 

international partners. To achieve this, transparency is crucial, with clear medium-term objectives, 

strategies to reach those objectives, and instruments to materialize them. Working with partner 

organizations requires demonstrating medium to long-term plans and tangible results to build 

trust and facilitate the coordination and catalysation of resources. 

As an example, in 2021, the bank underwent a transformation to become a green and 

economically recovering institution for Latin America and the Caribbean, setting comprehensive 

goals for the next four years. All these strategies are aligned with the SDGs and include a 

commitment to allocate a significant portion of the funding over the next four years to subnational 

governments. 

To contribute to the efforts, building capacity is essential for better financial management of local 

governments and to support more efficient projects. Once this capacity is established, financing 

becomes a natural step to facilitate progress. 

Ms. Norliza Hashem, Chief Executive of Urbanice Malaysia, Ministry of Housing and Local 

Government,  highlighted that Malaysia is highly committed to implementing the SDGs, and this 

commitment aligns with a 5-year economic plan. The national budgets are also geared towards 

achieving some of the socioeconomic targets and development outcomes. 

The adoption of the Eleventh Malaysia Plan has mainstreamed the SDGs in the national 

development planning. Many cities have already started working on SDG roadmaps, and around 

43 cities out of 155 have initiated the Voluntary Local Review (VLR) process. 

Norliza identifies some key gaps at the local government level, particularly financial constraints in 

implementing the SDGs. To secure financing; evidence, data, and detailed plans are required. 

To address this, the Malaysia SDG Cities Program, in collaboration with UN Habitat, supports 

cities not only in blueprint preparation but also in aligning local budgets to meet financing 

requirements. 
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Another issue is the lack of knowledge and capacity in SDG program management, leading to 

difficulties in defending budget requirements. Building this capacity, especially at the local level, 

is crucial. 

Malaysia heavily relies on the private sector as a key actor in SDG implementation, with a strong 

focus on Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR). Efforts are being made to align Environmental, 

Social, and Governance (ESG) practices with the SDGs to ensure that cities can achieve their local 

goals. 

Inclusivity is emphasized, and Malaysia is supporting its smallest cities in preparing SDG 

roadmaps and blueprints. The country has also announced the first Voluntary Community Review 

(VCR) in a small community, highlighting the importance of a bottom-up approach to accelerate 

localization efforts. 

 

 

Main Conclusions 

1. The achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030 requires 

immediate action and a sense of urgency. 

2. Effective localization of the SDGs necessitates efforts to build awareness, knowledge, 

capacity, and empowerment among various stakeholders at all levels of governance. 

3. Successful integration of the SDGs requires collaboration and coordination among all 

levels of governance: national, international, local, metropolitan, and territorial, 

recognizing the importance of each actor in the process. 

4. Local communities' actions can significantly impact and influence national policies, 

emphasizing the importance of engaging and empowering local actors in SDG 

implementation. 

5. The SDGs play a crucial role as a benchmarking tool, allowing for the monitoring and 

evaluation of progress, providing valuable insights for policy adjustments and 

improvements. 

6. To secure financing for SDG initiatives, there is a need for upstream support and 

mechanisms that tag finance to specific projects, enabling access to the necessary funding 

for sustainable development efforts. 
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Annex 4: Local and Regional Governments Forum at the HLPF 

Programme 
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Annex 5: Localization Track at the 2023 HLPF 
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Annex 6: Local2030 Coalition Side Event Report at the UN Food 

Systems Summit +2 Stocktaking Moment 
 

The Side Event: “City, subnational, and national governments join actions with multiple actors 

towards healthy, inclusive, sustainable, and resilient food systems” that took place in the 

framework of the UN Food Systems Summit +2 Stocktaking Moment in Rome, on 24  July 2023 - 

led by the Urban Food Systems Coalition, the Local2030 Coalition and the Politecnico di Milano 

with the support of 20+ partners - brought together experts and leaders to discuss how 

interconnected and innovative solutions can pave the way for transformative food systems that 

cater to the needs of all, leaving no one behind. 

Lawrence Haddad, Executive Director of the Global Alliance for Improved Nutrition (GAIN), 

emphasized the significance of cities in addressing food systems, especially when it comes to 

food insecurity and nutrition, given their high food demand. This requires both horizontal 

coordination within urban and rural areas and vertical coordination between regional, national, 

and local entities. Urban-rural linkages are essential for fostering strong, inclusive, resilient and 

sustainable food systems that provide healthy, diverse and environmentally friendly diets. 

The discussion, moderated by Jane Battersby, Senior Lecturer at the University of Cape Town, 

focused on two main questions, as per the perspective of different actors: 

▪ How can cities, subnational and national governments work together to deliver 

interconnected and innovative solutions to ensure transformative food systems? 

▪ Examples related to key food systems entry points such as food and nutrition security, 

food losses and waste reduction, resilience to shocks and extreme events. 

Mohamed Sefiani, Mayor of the City of Chefchaouen and President of the United Cities and 

Local Governments (UCLG) Forum of Intermediary Cities, highlighted the importance of 

collaboration between national governments and municipalities. He stressed three main 

ideas: local authorities' pivotal role during crises, multi-actor collaborations for inclusive 

resilience, and the significance of partnerships in ending hunger by 2030. Strengthening public 

governance, involving the third sector, academia, and the private sector, are also crucial in 

addressing food insecurity comprehensively.  

As a representative of the Resilient Local Food Supply Chain Alliance, Giaime Berti emphasized 

the need for sustainable urban food policies, which can impact the entire food system from 

production to consumption. However, the focus should extend beyond just urban centers and 

consider the entire territory; equal attention should be given to the food environment in both 

urban and rural areas. Building a reciprocal alliance between cities and the countryside is 

essential to ensure a fair and local supply chain and improve the living conditions of both farmers 

and urban dwellers. Therefore, multilevel governance model to bridge the gap between urban 

and rural regions becomes crucial to enable a transformative environment. 

Multistakeholder and cross-sector partnerships were also a strategic feature of the 

interventions shared by Giulia Bartezzaghi, Director of the Food Sustainability Lab at Politecnico 

di Milano. She emphasized the key involvement of academia, local governments, civil society, 

and businesses, who mobilize a unique set of resources and capabilities towards the same goal. 
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These partnerships can play a critical role in food recovery and redistribution in cities, addressing 

food insecurity while also tackling food waste. Universities, as facilitators and promoters, can 

bring diverse expertise to, and learn from  these initiatives, promoting a systemic change in the 

urban food landscape. 

Maria Renata Siqueira, Cofounder and President of Pacto Contra a Fome, highlighted Brazil's 

food system challenges, such as food loss, food waste, and food insecurity. Pacto Contra a Fome 

aims to mobilize society to fight hunger, underscoring the role of public governance, non-

governmental organizations, academia, and the private sector. By working together, these actors 

can identify and scale up sustainable solutions to address hunger and malnutrition  in all its forms 

in both urban and rural areas. 

Lastly, Tidjani Hassoumi, Director of Environment and Landscape at Niamey Municipality, shared 

several initiatives aimed at enhancing food access through resilient food systems. A pilot 

project connecting small-scale producers and urban markets in Niamey demonstrates the 

potential to strengthen farmers' supply chains and promote resilient and sustainable production 

and healthy diets. Such projects create bridges between food waste reduction, food and nutrition 

security, and landscape conservation and management. 

This side event showcased the significance of cities in driving transformative food systems and 

underscored the need for collaboration among diverse stakeholders. Multilevel, 

multistakeholder approaches are essential for creating inclusive, resilient and sustainable, food 

systems that cater to the needs of all populations. By working together, governments, civil society, 

academia, and the private sector can foster positive change and ensure food and nutrition 

security for present and future generations. The actions shared during this event can inform, 

inspire and further accelerate the implementation of food system pathways and policies into 

practical, inclusive delivery to pave the way for a better, more sustainable future for all. 
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Annex 7: Local and Regional Governments Forum at the 2023 SDG 

Summit Programme 
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Annex 8: High Impact Initiative on Localization 

Session Report 
 

Pushing the Key Transitions and Achieving the SDGs by 

2030 

 

Co-organized by UN-Habitat, UNDP, and FAO, with the 

support of members of the Local2030 Coalition 

 

Background on the event  

 

The Local2030 Coalition was chosen as one of the twelve High Impact Initiatives presented on 

the 17th of September at the SDG Action Weekend, on the margins of the 2023 SDG Summit.  

The Local2030 Coalition aims to demonstrate the UN’s collective offer on localized SDG action 

by providing technical and advisory support to strengthen and empower local and subnational 

governments and boost local stakeholders’ capacities. Through these efforts, the Local2030 

Coalition supports the acceleration of the six transitions needed to achieve the SDGs, ensuring 

that specific transitions like food systems, energy access, digital connectivity, education, job 

creation, social protection, and addressing climate change, biodiversity loss, and pollution are 

achieved by 2030. A diverse group of Ministers, Governors, Mayors, Development Banks’ and 

civil society representatives participated in the event and spotlighted practices, initiatives, and 

solutions to enhance local actions and multi-level governance approaches towards achieving the 

2030 Agenda. The main goal of the session was to ensure that the United Nations and SDG 

localization champions can join forces to catalyze inclusive and co-created local actions that leave 

no one and no place behind. 

 

Key Issues discussed  

 

• Inclusivity in Policy Areas, such as education, social protection, and job opportunities, 

is essential to ensure that marginalized and vulnerable groups are not left behind in 

pursuing SDGs. 

• Innovative Approaches for Local Government Capacity Building are key to 

strengthening the capacity of local governments.  Building strong local institutions and 

data ecosystems is critical for achieving multiple SDG transitions. 

• Localizing SDG financing is crucial if the global goals are to be achieved. The SDGs will 

not be achieved without scaled-up and inclusive action at the local level, and scaled-up 

actions are impossible without funding going to the local level, to everyone, everywhere, 

especially to support the needs and priorities of minorities as well as excluded and 

vulnerable groups. 

• Initiatives like Women-Led Cities that empower women leaders and address violence 

against women can create safer and more inclusive communities and thus accelerate 

progress towards all SDGs. 

• The transformation of Food Systems can receive a boost from the local level. It is crucial 

to speed up the changes required in how food is produced, distributed, and consumed 
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to achieve sustainable and equitable food systems, and local actors play a central role in 

this process. 

• Localized Impact of Biodiversity and Nature Investments must be considered in all 

local, national and global discussions on biodiversity and the environment.  

 

Key recommendations for action 

 

• Mobilize Resources for Housing, Sanitation, and Urban Development to address 

regional inequalities and localization gaps to create more equitable and sustainable urban 

environments. 

• Promote gender equality by addressing the unequal burden of unpaid care work on 

women and violence against women to create more equitable and supportive 

communities. 

• Enhance Disaster Preparedness and Resilience-Building to integrate sustainability 

efforts and help prepare communities to withstand and recover from various challenges, 

including climate-related disasters, through access to better and more accurate data. 

• Ensure that improvements in living conditions and opportunities for people in rural 

areas is an integral part of the processes of sustainable urbanization, contributing to 

overall development goals. 

• Establish Localization Hubs that can serve as focal points for coordinating and 

implementing SDG-related activities to accelerate the implementation of SDGs at the local 

level. 

• Prioritize Climate Change Action by placing cities at the centre of discussions to 

highlight the need for urban areas to lead in mitigating climate change and adapting to 

its impacts. 

 

If applicable, please include the link to any commitments registered with the SDG Summit 

Acceleration and Accountability Platform: https://sdgs.un.org/SDGSummitActions.  

 

For more information, please visit: https://www.un.org/en/conferences/SDGSummit2023/SDG-

Action-Weekend/local2030-coalition 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://sdgs.un.org/SDGSummitActions
https://www.un.org/en/conferences/SDGSummit2023/SDG-Action-Weekend/local2030-coalition
https://www.un.org/en/conferences/SDGSummit2023/SDG-Action-Weekend/local2030-coalition
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Annex 9: High-level event in Bilbao report 
 

24 OCTOBER 2023 

4:30 pm to 6:00 pm CET 

 

LOCAL2030 COALITION 

 

Joining forces to accelerate SDG localization 

 

Background on the event 

 

The Kingdom of Spain, the Basque Government, the Bilbao City Council, and the BBK Foundation 

joined forces with the Local2030 Coalition by presenting a whole of government-whole of society 

proposal to host the Local2030 Coalition Secretariat in Bilbao. Opened on the 31st of October 

2022, the Secretariat in Bilbao aims to energize the work of the Local2030 Coalition and further 

advance the localization of the SDGs within the UN system and at the territorial level.  

One year after the opening of the Secretariat in Bilbao, the Local2030 Coalition convened in 

Bilbao to showcase its main results and milestones. The discussion also covered the main 

outcomes of the High Impact Initiative on Localization Session and the SDG Summit and 

presented the roadmap until the 2024 Summit of the Future and up to 2030. The event's main 

goal was to ensure that the United Nations and SDG localization champions from Spain joined 

forces to catalyze inclusive and co-created local actions that leave no one and no place behind.  

 

Main takeaways 

• Localization must be a significant social and political process, with active engagement of 

both government and society to connect national plans with local actions while keeping 

communities at the core. Therefore, it embodies a whole-of-government and whole-of-

society approach, with society playing a crucial role in achieving sustainable 

development goals. 

• The Local2030 Coalition is the UN-wide system platform where diverse UN entities, the 

private sector, local, subnational and national governments, civil society, academia, and 

financial institutions meet to scale up initiatives, fostering a transformative impact by 

linking local efforts with global objectives, bridging policy, planning, actions, and 

investments for SDG localization.  

• The Call for Seed Funding Proposal was launched in June 2023 by the Local2030 

Coalition and the Joint SDG Fund to make available catalytic investments for localization 

through the UN Resident Coordinators.  

• The Local2030 Coalition was chosen as one of the twelve High Impact Initiatives 

presented on the 17th of September at the SDG Action Weekend, on the margins of the 

2023 SDG Summit.  The High Impact Initiative on Localization aims to demonstrate the 

UN’s collective offer on localized SDG action by providing technical and advisory support 

to strengthen and empower local and subnational governments and boost local 

stakeholders’ capacities.  

• Through these efforts, the Local2030 Coalition will also support the acceleration of the 

six transitions needed to achieve the SDGs, ensuring that specific transitions like food 
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systems, energy access, digital connectivity, education, job creation, social protection, 

and addressing climate change, biodiversity loss, and pollution are achieved by 2030. 

• The achievement of the 2030 Agenda relies on a transformative alliance and the 

Local2030 Coalition is a notable illustration of this cooperative multisector and multilevel 

endeavour. 

• The establishment of the Advisory Group on Local and Regional Governance by the 

United Nations Secretary-General in preparation for the Summit of the Future next year 

will facilitate contributions from subnational and local governments and improve 

coordination between cities, regions, nations, and international processes to achieve 

SDGs. 

• The 2030 Agenda necessitates a robust indicator system to measure progress 

effectively. Informed decision-making policies require integrated, relevant and accessible 

information, robust data and indicators. 

• The private sector has proved to be a key player in the accelerating efforts to achieve 

the 2030 Agenda. Its investments and innovations are essential to achieving the 

Sustainable Development Goals. 

• Investing in citizen participation is essential for the achievement of the 2030 Agenda. 

Engaging with communities involves addressing their everyday challenges and 

expectations using relatable narratives. Society must take ownership of the SDGs to get 

them back on track. 

 

Key recommendations for action of the Local2030 Coalition  

 

• Strengthen collaboration with the private sector to enhance efforts towards achieving 

the Sustainable Development Goals. 

• Foster closer partnerships with Academia to promote research, innovation, and 

knowledge sharing related to SDGs. 

• Engage actively with communities, integrating their perspectives into the planning and 

implementation of projects and emphasizing the importance of society's taking 

ownership of the SDGs. 

• Emphasize localization as a central driver for policies, ensuring that national plans are 

connected with local actions and communities remain at the core of sustainable 

development efforts. 

 

For more information, please visit: https://www.local2030.org/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.local2030.org/
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Annex 10: Local2030 Coalition Side Event at COP28  
 

Multilevel governance for climate, food, and biodiversity 

action 

 

 

10 December 2023 | 12:30 pm to 1:30 pm GST 

Venue: SDG Pavilion, Blue Zone - COP28, Expo City, Dubai 

@Local2030 #Local2030 
 

SIDE EVENT REPORT 

 
Background 

The side event, co-lead by the Local2030 Coalition, FAO, UN-Habitat, UNDP, UCLG and the 
Global Task Force for Local and Regional Governments, aimed to explore and promote the 
significance of multilevel governance in addressing the interconnected challenges of climate 
change, food security, and biodiversity conservation. As nations strive to meet their climate 
commitments and ensure sustainable development, understanding the role of diverse 
stakeholders and different governance levels is crucial.  

The event featured discussions, case study presentations, and an interactive Q&A session. 
Participants included representatives from national governments, subnational and local 
governments, local communities, research institutions, private sector and international 
organizations. The aim was to encourage cross-sectoral dialogue, knowledge sharing, and the 
development of actionable recommendations. This event facilitated a dynamic discussion on how 
effective multistakeholder and multisector collaboration can enhance the resilience of 
ecosystems and communities. 

 

 

Moderator: Jean-Baptiste Buffet, Head of Global Policy and Advocacy, United Cities and Local 

Governments 

Speakers 

• Francisco Mendonça, Araucaria Foundation and NAPI-Climate Emergency and UFPR 

Professor 

• Kata Tütto ̋, Vice-Mayor, Budapest, Hungary 

• Lea Ranalder, Specialist, Sustainable Cities, UN-Habitat 

• Paz Gonzalez, Coordinator for Climate Action, Water and Biomes Programs, Fundacion 

Avina 

• Sid Mehta, Sr. Director Ancillary Services, Simon Fraser University 
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Key messages from speakers: 

 

• Moderator: Jean-Baptiste Buffet, Head of Global Policy and Advocacy, United Cities and 

Local Governments. 

 

Three key elements to unlock Multilevel Governance: 

− Importance of collaboration among all actors and sectors. 

− Active involvement of local and regional governments as leaders in climate action. 

− We need to localize the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), and the Local2030 

Coalition is our main mechanism to accelerate this endeavour. 

• Kata Tüttő, Vice-Mayor, Budapest, Hungary 

− Shed light on the EU mission on Climate-Neutral and Smart Cities as a groundbreaking 

tool. 

− Highlighted its role in fostering innovation, policy integration, and participatory 

approaches to achieve climate neutrality by 2030, with strong support from the 

European Committee of Regions. 

• Francisco Mendonça, Araucaria Foundation and NAPI-Climate Emergency and UFPR 

Professor 

− Emphasized the power of academia to unlock knowledge and amplify awareness. 

− Showcased efforts in Brazil by the Araucaria Foundation and the initiative NAPI-

Climate Emergency to bring together multiple actors in the fight against climate 

change, in collaboration with the government of Paraná. This experience shows that 

working with universities to make scientific knowledge available and easier to 

understand and involving the private sector, public institutions and citizens is vital to 

developing just and green public policies.  

• Sid Mehta, Sr. Director Ancillary Services, Simon Fraser University 

− Shared how Simon Fraser University serves as an action lab to implement innovative 

and scalable solutions. The university environment can be considered a city within a 

city and has the power to drive impactful changes.  

− Highlighted the crucial role of local procurement and alliances in decarbonization 

efforts, aiming to build capacity and double the return on investments for local 

communities. 

• Paz Gonzalez, Coordinator for Climate Action, Water and Biomes Programs, Fundación 

Avina 

− Shared key tools from the Alliance on Voices for Just Climate Action to amplify locally-

led climate solutions. 

− Emphasized empowering civil society leadership, co-building narratives, and 

fostering local innovation as crucial components. 

− Advocated for the need to bring more voices from the global south to COP28. 

• Lea Ranalder, Specialist, Sustainable Cities, UN-Habitat 

− Highlighted the key role of COP28 spaces like the Multilevel Action and Urbanization 

Pavilion and the 2nd Ministerial Meeting on Urbanization and Climate Change, 

emphasizing their contribution to fostering collaboration for climate action among 

global actors, governments, and local leaders. 

− Emphasized the role of the Local2030 Coalition as the key UN mechanism to foster 

multilevel and multistakeholder discussions and partnerships and ensure that 

everyone joins forces to deliver coordinated climate action at the local level. 
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Main takeaways 

 

• Collaborative strategies are essential to address the interlinked challenges of climate 

change, food security and biodiversity loss at the local level. Recognizing the importance 

of cross-sectoral collaboration and coordination among all actors is critical to developing 

and implementing effective solutions to these multifaceted challenges. 

• Unlocking Multilevel Governance requires collaboration among all actors and sectors, 

active leadership from local and regional governments in climate action, and the 

imperative localization of the Sustainable Development Goals. 

• Coalitions such as the Local2030 Coalition play a crucial role in bringing all actors 

together by promoting the need for empowerment, capacity building, access to 

alternative sources of financing, sharing of experiences and innovation for effective 

climate action at the local level. 

• As part of the Horizon Europe program, the EU has launched a Mission “100 Climate-

Neutral and Smart Cities by 2030”1 with the support of the European Committee of 

Regions. The objectives of the mission are to achieve 100 climate-neutral and smart 

European cities by 2030 and to ensure that these cities act as experimentation and 

innovation hubs to enable all European cities to follow suit by 2050. 

• The European Green Deal2, the EU’s strategy to set the EU on the path to a green 

transition, will not happen without and integrated social contract guarantying a close link 

between the Green Deal and social justice. 

• Raising the voices from the Global South and enhancing its representation in discussion 

forums and decision-making processes are vital actions for building capacities, fostering 

collaboration, and advocating for impactful change. 

• Academia is pivotal in unlocking knowledge, raising awareness, disseminating 

information for public policies, and serving as action labs for scalable solutions, 

emphasizing collaboration with universities, private sector, public institutions, and citizens 

for the development of just and green public policies.  

• Local procurement and alliances have a crucial role to build capacities and double the 

return on investments for local communities that can be scaled up in many other cities.  

• The Alliance for Voices for Just Climate Action3 brings together global and local voices 

by connecting a diverse range of civil society organizations to act as agents of change to 

co-create locally relevant, inclusive and financeable climate solutions. 

• Empowerment, capacity building, peer learning, innovation in local public procurement, 

social justice, scaling up successful examples, participatory policies, and raising 

awareness are key to coordinated climate, food and biodiversity action at the local 

level.  

 

Key recommendations for action  

 

 
1 EU Mission: Climate-Neutral and smart Cities  

2 European Green Deal 

3 Voices for Just Climate Action  

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/climate-neutral-and-smart-cities_en
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_es
https://voicesforjustclimateaction.org/
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• Encourage collaboration among all actors and sectors for effective multilevel 

governance to address the interconnected challenges of climate change, food security, 

and biodiversity conservation. 

• Foster integrated and collaborative approaches and strategies to tackle the intricate 

challenges of climate change, food security, and biodiversity loss at the local level. 

• Promote active leadership from local and regional governments in climate action. 

• Foster closer partnerships with Academia to unlock and disseminate knowledge for 

decision-making processes and public policies. 

• Empower civil society leadership, co-building narratives, and fostering local innovation 

to enhance the resilience of ecosystems and communities.  

• Bring voices from the Global South in discussions and decision-making processes in the 

challenges of climate change, food security, and biodiversity. 

• Advocate for coalitions such as the Local2030 Coalition as vital platforms to bring 

together a wide range of stakeholders for effective climate action at the local level. 

 

For more information, please visit: https://www.local2030.org/  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.local2030.org/
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Annex 11. Local and Regional Governments Day at GRF 
The Global Refugee Forum 2023 will take place from 13 to 15 December at the Palexpo in 

Geneva, Switzerland, with linked events held in other locations from 12 December onwards. Held 

every four years, the Forum is the world’s largest international gathering on refugees. It is 

designed to support the practical implementation of the objectives set out in the Global Compact 

on Refugees: Ease pressures on host countries, enhance refugee self-reliance, increase access to 

third-country solutions and improve conditions in countries of origin. 

It provides the opportunity for States and stakeholders to announce concrete pledges and 

contributions, highlight progress made, share good practices and take stock of the challenges 

and opportunities ahead. 

The 2023 Forum is co-convened by six States – Colombia, France, Japan, Jordan, Niger and 

Uganda, and co-hosted by the Government of Switzerland and UNHCR. 

Local and Regional Governments Day 

With 70 percent of the world’s displaced seeking refuge in urban areas, local and regional 

governments are crucial partners to help advance durable solutions. The Global Compact on 

Refugees (GCR) recognizes the essential role that local and regional governments play in 

supporting refugee reception and socio-economic inclusion, and High Commissioner Filippo 

Grandi has acknowledged ‘the leading role of cities in the push towards a new approach to 

hosting refugees, based on openness and inclusion’. 

The Global Taskforce of Local and Regional Governments (GTF) is the coordination and 

consultation mechanism bringing together the major international networks of local 

governments to undertake joint advocacy work relating to global policy processes. The Mayors 

Mechanism is a partnership between United Cities and Local Governments (UCLG), the Mayors 

Migration Council (MMC), and the International Organization for Migration (IOM), in partnership 

with UNHCR. 

The Global Refugee Forum is the world’s largest international gathering on refugees aimed at 

supporting the practical implementation of the objectives set out in the Global Compact on 

Refugees (GCR), promoting the protection of refugees’ rights and their long-term inclusion 

through multi-stakeholder engagement and multilevel cooperation. 

In the framework of the second review of the Global Compact for Refugees, local and regional 

leaders join forces in Geneva around the GTF, facilitated by UCLG, together with the Mayors 

Mechanism and in partnership with Local2030, Cities Alliance, Civil Society Action Committee, 

Migration Youth and Children Platform, and the Global Cities Hub, in the Local and Regional 

Governments Day in a context of increasing emphasis on the need for more solidarity-based 

responsibility sharing, and long-term and sustainable solutions to displacement. 

In the first LRG Day ever taking place within the context of a UN conference in Geneva, and 

already recognized as an official side-event of the GRF, the organized constituency of local 

governments will come together to share their concrete contributions to the implementation of 

the Compact on Refugees through a people-centered approach, reinforced local action and 

enhanced cooperation, fostering its connections with the acceleration of the 2030 Agenda and 
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with the renewal of the multilateral system through the lens of the protection and inclusion of 

refugees and other forced displaced persons. 

Objective 1: Promote Local and Regional Governments’ Contributions: 

Showcase and celebrate concrete contributions of local and regional governments to the 
implementation of the Global Compact on Refugees (GCR) through people-centered approaches, 
strengthened local action, and enhanced cooperation. 
 
Objective 2: Foster Multi-level and Multi-stakeholder Action: 

Explore and emphasize the importance of partnerships as a critical means for implementing the 
Global Compact for Refugees (GCR) and the Global Compact for Migration (GCM). Encourage 
multi-level and multi-stakeholder collaboration to enhance global cooperation and accelerate the 
implementation of both compacts in harmony. 
 
Objective 3: Highlight the Role of Cities in a Renewed Multilateral System: 

Examine the role of cities in the push towards a new approach to hosting refugees, emphasizing 
openness and inclusion. Connect the local and regional government agenda with the Secretary-
General's call for a renewed multilateral system that is inclusive, networked, and efficient. 
 
Objective 4: Human Rights-Centric Approach to Multilateralism: 

Place particular emphasis on adopting a human rights approach not only to human mobility but 
also to the renewal of multilateralism. Explore the intersectionality of the human mobility agenda 
and the 75th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, highlighting the need for 
a renewed multilateral system fit for purpose. 
 
 

Indicative panel questions and talking points 
 
Panel 1. Localizing the Global Compacts and the 2030 Agenda through High-Impact 
Initiatives. The Call to Local Action for Migrants and Refugees 
 

• How can responses from the ground help to alleviate the current challenges of the refugee 
rights protection system around the world? 

• How does local implementation of the Global Compacts on Migration and Refugees help 
to meet the goals of the 2030 Agenda? 

• What do local governments need in order for their innovative and efficient actions to scale, 
expand and connect with other solutions implemented around the world by national 
governments and other actors? 

 
Panel 2. Partnerships for complementarity: Building up multi-level, multi-stakeholder 
alliances and enhanced global cooperation to accelerate GCM-GCR implementation at 
unison. 
 

• Local governments have been pioneers in promoting the implementation of the Global 
Compacts in unison. As the international community works to strengthen 
complementarity between the two, what can they learn from local governments? 

• What types of partnerships with actors in the territories have been most successful in 
advancing local refugee commitments and which ones would be important to strengthen? 
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• As local governments expand spaces for dialogue in the international dialogue on 
migration and refugee issues, what priorities should be prioritised in the face of the 
proliferation of interconnected conflicts and crises? 
 

Panel 3. Towards a human-rights centered renewed multilateral system in the era of global 
shocks: framing the contribution of the local human mobility agenda to the Summit of the 
Future 
 

• Which entry points do you identify to connect the human mobility agenda, in its local 
dimension, with the Summit of the Future and the topics contained in the UN Pact for the 
Future? (Sustainable development and financing for development; International peace 
and security; Science, technology and innovation and digital cooperation; Youth and 
future generations; Transforming global governance) 

• Which elements of migration governance and refugee protection and inclusion at the 
local level can be mainstreamed or used as a blueprint to contribute to the renewal of the 
multilateral system? 

• How can local and regional governments and their partners contribute to the primary goal 
of Our Common Agenda to renew a multilateral system that is inclusive, networked, and 
effective with Human Rights at the center? 

 

Speakers 
 

Opening 

Emilia Saiz, UCLG 

Amy Pope, IOM 

Uğur İbrahim Altay, Konya (Mayor) 

Yousef Al Shawarbeh, Amman (Mayor) 

Vincent Cochetel, UNHCR 

Panel 1 

Greg Munro, Cities Alliance 

Filippo Mannino, Lampedusa (Mayor) 

Rosa Irene Urbina Castañeda, Tapachula (Mayor) 

Sanya Wilson, Koboko (Mayor) 

Jules Hilaire Focka, West Cameroon (president) 

Anila Noor, Refugee activist (New Women Connector) 

Marvin Rees, Bristol (Mayor) 

Panel 2 

Sophie Van Haasen, Mayors Mechanism 

Meritxell Serret, Catalonia  

Eirini Papadaki, Herakleion (Vice Mayor) 

Abdoulaye Garba Maiga, Mopti (Mayor) 

Aryan Sanghrajka, MYCP 

Anh Thu Duong, Global Cities Hub 

Lucy Earle, IIED 

Rachel Perić, Welcoming America 

Luana Medeiros, General Coordinator of Refugee Protection, 
Brazil 
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Annex 12. Local2030 Hubs Terms of Reference 

LOCAL2030 HUBS 
Background information 

 

The Local2030 Coalition  

 

The Local2030 Coalition is the UN System-wide platform and network for supporting and accelerating 

the localization of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The Coalition ensures that the UN 

System has the right tools and mechanisms to engage systematically with local and subnational 

governments and their associations, national governments, businesses, community-based 

organizations, and other local stakeholders to foster collaboration, incubate innovation, share 

solutions, and implement strategies to accelerate the achievement of the Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs) that leaves no one and no place behind.  

Based on its 10-year strategy4, the Local2030 Coalition builds on existing initiatives and actions to 

provide concrete support in three priority areas: 

1. Advocacy: to increase awareness and enhance bottom-up and inclusive processes to engage 

local stakeholders on the 2030 Agenda to address interlocking crises and development 

challenges.  

2. Action: to build and nurture a support platform to advance an effective multi-level governance 

system for SDG localization and increase and channel financing to multi-stakeholder initiatives.  

3. Monitoring: to encourage monitoring and reporting by subnational and local actors and 

increase opportunities for them to exchange knowledge and perspectives and contribute to 

national frameworks.   

The Local2030 Coalition Governance Structure 

 

 
4 Stockholm Environmental Institute (SEI), “The Local2030 Coalition 10-year strategy for the decade of Action”, 
December, 2021: https://www.sei.org/publications/local2030-coalition/ 

https://www.sei.org/publications/local2030-coalition/
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The Local2030 Coalition is governed by two co-Chairs, one permanent and one rotational, 

representing the UN System, and a Steering Committee (SC). Under their overall orientation, the 

Local2030 Coalition Secretariat coordinates the definition, implementation, monitoring, and 

reporting of the Coalition’s responsibilities and priorities. Moreover, the UN Directors Group, 

comprised of director-level members of UN agencies, offices, funds, and programmes, provides 

strategic direction and inputs for the SC’s consideration. Together with the Local2030 Hubs, they 

contribute to delivering the Local2030 coalition’s work plans and activities. 

The Local2030 Hubs 
 

Purpose 

The Local2030 Hubs are centers of excellence established to build capacities for innovative action 

and nurture the development of and access to methodologies and tools for SDG localization.  

Hubs are also expected to promote collaboration and co-creation across local subnational and 

national governments, community-based, academic, international, and regional organizations, 

private sector partners, national and subnational networks, development experts, and/or other 

local stakeholders.  

Specific objectives of the Hubs are to: 

A. Build technical capacities and expertise on SDG Localization: such as data collection and 

analysis, inclusive local development planning, urban and territorial planning, local 

institutional development, subnational finance, etc.  

B. Deepen understanding of relevant themes to support innovative action: such as climate 

change, social equality, local economic development, gender, youth empowerment, 

urban-rural linkages, etc.   

C. Advance specific work to a particular region or language group: such as SIDS, Arab States, 

Lusophone countries, etc.   

While Hubs may fulfil only one of these objectives, they are encouraged to work across them. 

Responsibilities 

Hubs are expected to facilitate collaboration and implement activities that contribute to the 

three core roles of the Coalition, which could include:  

Advocacy  

- Advocating and communicating SDG localization and progress through media and events 

and engaging politicians and decision-makers.  

- Organizing technical workshops and events.  

- Facilitating communities of practice and regularly communicating on progress, lessons 

learned, and case studies.  

- Developing and refining training materials and adapting them for specific contexts, 

ensuring continuous feedback-based improvement.  

- Act as platforms for disseminating knowledge and encourage peer-to-peer learning. 

- Facilitating linkages between frontrunners and other partners wishing to engage with the 

Local2030 Coalition.  
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- Bringing to their territories perspectives from different government spheres, regions, and 

development contexts and vice-versa.  

Action  

- Ascertaining specific needs of local partners and curating technical packages of 

resources, tools, and training materials that meet such requirements.  

- Facilitating the establishment of clusters of local partners with similar technical or training 

needs as ‘learning communities’ that share experiences and lessons learned, which can 

be used to feed Local2030 Coalition working groups.  

- Undertaking action research and developing, refining, and testing tools, approaches, and 

processes, ensuring continued improvement based on feedback.  

- Building repositories of searchable technical resources and reference material, including 

regulations, legislation, and case studies.  

- Systematizing successful experiences and sharing this relevant knowledge with others. 

- Maintaining a register of organizations and companies that are vetted and able to perform 

specialist functions in line with the SDG localization agenda, including urban and territorial 

planning, drafting legal documentation, etc., and supporting matchmaking needs with 

services.  

Monitoring  

- Building local capacities to collect, use and manage data on SDG localization.   

- Developing localized and spatialized SDG monitoring frameworks, such as dashboards 

and open-data platforms, to track progress.  

- Supporting local and regional governments to develop participatory voluntary local and 

subnational reviews as tools for planning, prioritization of investments, and resource 

mobilization.   

- Helping to increase opportunities for local and regional governments and actors to 

exchange knowledge and perspectives on SDG monitoring and reporting and contribute 

to national frameworks.  

Standard requirements  

 

Contribution to the Local2030 Coalition | Hubs must directly contribute to the mandate of the 

Local2030 Coalition in accelerating the progress of the 2030 Agenda at the local level in the 

Decade of Action. For that purpose, Hubs will be asked to deliver activities that boost the 

achievement of the Coalition's triple focus areas – Advocacy, Action, and Monitoring, as 

described above.   

ToR | Hubs must submit a Terms of Reference (ToR) outlining its purpose and functioning. All 

Hubs must demonstrate on the ToR how they integrated the universal values set out in the 2030 

Agenda5. A ToR template will be provided by the Local2030 Coalition Secretariat, which shall be 

used as the standard format.   

 
5 UN Sustainable Development Group, “The universal values of the 2030 Agenda”: 

https://unsdg.un.org/2030agenda/universal-values    

https://unsdg.un.org/2030agenda/universal-values


 

94 

 

Governance structure | To become part of the Local2030 Hubs network, Hubs must stipulate its 

governance structure, ensuring transparency and accountability. Ideally, the Hubs will comprise 

a small consortium of partners such as local and regional governments, associations and 

networks, CSO, academic institutions, relevant UN entities, and other international and regional 

organizations. 

Budget | A Hub must be self-funded, ensuring multi-year funding that covers all its operational, 

human resources, and travel costs.  

Staffing | For continuity, each Hub should be staffed by at least one full-time senior staff with over 

ten years of experience in local development, plus at least one technical staff. The more functions 

the Hub provides, the higher the minimum staffing required. A flexibly deployable team 

specifically recruited consultants or seconded staff can be envisioned to supplement the core 

staffing. Staff could work remotely, but face-to-face meetings for planning, training, and 

developing tools would be held periodically.  

MoU | Hubs must sign a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Local2030 Coalition 

Secretariat. The MoU will provide the cooperation framework and outline the roles and 

responsibilities of the Hubs and the Secretariat.  

Financial Contribution | To ensure adequate support and a real flow of coordination between 

the Local2030 Coalition and the Hubs, the Local2030 Coalition charges an annual fee of USD 

20,000.00. This fee is necessary to back the Local2030 Coalition Secretariat's operations, 

providing the Hubs with essential resources and guidance and ensuring the alignment and 

coordination of activities. The fee also ensures that the Hubs are committed to the Coalition's 

goals and objectives and are actively working towards achieving them. A waiver fee can be 

considered for Hubs representing or composed of minority groups, particularly stakeholders 

from the least developed areas. The Local2030 Coalition Steering Committee will be responsible 

for granting exceptions on a case-by-case basis.  

Space | Hubs require a physical office. They can have their own office or be hosted by 

governments and other entities.   

Coordination of activities | Hubs must designate a focal point to coordinate priorities and 

activities with the Local2030 Coalition Secretariat and maintain exchange on key information, 

progress, and/or inform if challenges are being faced.   

Meetings | Hubs must participate in meetings held by the Local2030 Coalition Secretariat, which 

will occur at least twice a year.  

Online | Each Hub will own and manage a page within the Local2030 Website and carry on its 

communication efforts. Minimum expectations would be posting new information in English, 

Spanish, or French on the page (such as tools, guidelines, systematization and capacity-building 

materials, stories, and/or events) weekly. To this end, the Secretariat will provide a template to 

guide Hubs on how to add this information. Finally, each Hub would set up a secure cloud-based 

system to collect and file data submitted and ensure institutional memory.   

Language requirements | Hubs must be adequately resourced with at least one technical expert 

fluent in English, the working language of the Local2030 Coalition Secretariat. This expert will 

represent the Hub in meetings and other engagements and contribute to technical documents. 
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Moreover, Hubs should ensure that key documents are available in at least two official UN 

languages (for example, guidelines, tools, and systematizations).  

Marketing and communication | Hubs would be responsible for using the Local2030 Coalition 

brand identity and keeping their communications package updated and synchronized with the 

Coalition guidelines. Hubs will be responsible for creating communications for specific situations 

that apply only within the purview of that Hub.  

Reporting | Hubs must report on their activities and results to the Secretariat of the Coalition 

twice a year by sending interim reports. These reports must highlight the Hubs' contribution to 

the work plan, working groups, and other relevant activities and results. To this end, the 

Secretariat will put in place a reporting mechanism and provide a template for Hubs to report 

back to the Coalition.   

Appointment and term of office 

 

Local2030 Coalition Steering Committee Members, UN entities, and strategic partners will be 

able to submit Hub applications on a rolling basis through the Local2030 Coalition Secretariat. 

Only proposals based on the above-mentioned standard requirements will be considered.  

To ensure a rigorous, transparent, and inclusive review process, identify the most promising 

proposals, and avoid any bias in the selection process, new Hub submissions can only be 

approved by the Steering Committee at their annual meeting. This will be essential to ensure that 

only high-quality and impactful Hubs are selected to become part of the Local2030 Hub network.   

Nominations will be granted for three years, which can be extended under mutual agreement. 

Benefits of being a Local2030 Hub 

 

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development calls for integrated solutions to break down 

traditional development sector silos and create horizontal and vertical policy integration, 

coherence, and partnerships across social, economic, and environmental sectors. No actor alone 

can achieve all the SDGs. Hubs will be vital in helping the Local2030 Coalition consolidate and 

connect global, national, regional, and local efforts, as well as tools and mechanisms, to make the 

SDGs a reality for everyone and everywhere.   

In addition to actively contributing to the Local2030 Coalition and pushing the Localization of the 

SDGs agenda on a global scale, Hubs will have the opportunity to acquire knowledge and 

exchange experience with local development experts and access alternative funding sources.   

Hubs will also be part of the UN networking of SDG Localization champions, getting global 

visibility and recognition and participating in UN-led processes, events, and discussions. And 

finally, Hubs can join forces with the Local2030 Coalition to mobilize resources from its member 

states, private sector partners, and other donors to support their mandates. 

Governance contribution 

To ensure a constant contribution of the Hubs to the Local2030 Coalition, one Hub will be chosen 

to represent the others as a member of the Local2030 Coalition’s Steering Committee on a 

rotation basis.   
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Rotation-based representation mechanism  

This rotation-based representation mechanism will ensure that all Hubs actively participate and 

contribute to the Local2030 Coalition's Steering Committee in a fair and transparent manner.  

1. Eligibility Criteria:  

• To be considered, Hubs must be active participants in the Local2030 Coalition and 

provide progress reports demonstrating how their activities support the Local2030 

Coalition.  

2. Time-Bound Representation:  

• Each Hub's representation on the Steering Committee will be time-bound, lasting one 

year.  

• Following the Schedule of the Steering Committee, a clear start and end date for each 

Hub's term on the Steering Committee will be established.  

3. Selection Process:  

• Hubs will be selected based on a consensus among all eligible Hubs.  

4. Handover and Information Sharing:  

• Outgoing Hubs will facilitate a smooth handover process by sharing relevant information 

with the incoming Hub.  

5. Accountability and Reporting:  

• Each representative Hub will ensure that the concerns and priorities of all Hubs will be 

brought to the Steering Committee meetings.  

• Likewise, each representative Hub will be responsible for reporting on the Hub's 

contributions to the Coalition during its tenure on the Steering Committee. These reports 

will also be shared with all Coalition members to ensure transparency and accountability. 

Engagement with the UN Directors Group and the Steering Committee 

 

Hubs will have the opportunity to engage regularly with the Local2030 Coaliton's UN Directors 

Group and the Steering Committee to ensure that they are aligned and can collaborate with the 

Coalition's members. This will also allow Hubs to tap into additional knowledge and expertise, 

and vice-versa. Moreover, Hubs will have the opportunity to interact with the UN technical teams 

in the country and/or region where they are located. 
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Minutes of Local2030 Hubs meeting 

Date: 11 December 2023 

Time: 4 pm to 6 pm EAT / 2 pm to 4 pm CET / 8 am to 10 am EST. 

Place: Virtual Conference, Microsoft Teams.  

Language: English  

Presenters:  

• Ms. Shipra Narang Suri, Programme Officer, Technical Focal Point Local2030 Coalition, UN-
Habitat 

• Ms. Francine Melchioretto, Programme Officer, Local2030 Coalition Secretariat 

Participants:  

• Mr. David Connor, Founder, Liverpool 2030hub 

• Mr. Stephen Sykes, Founder, Liverpool 2030hub 
• Ms. Tove Levonen, Programme Director Sustainable Cities at Global Utmaning, Sweden Hub 

• Mr. Filipe Braga Farhat, Partnerships Liaison for the 2030 Agenda, Cedes, Government of 
Paraná, Paraná Hub 

• Mr. Luis Masscarenhas, Coordinator of International Relations at the Superintendence of 
Science, Technology and Higher Education, State of Paraná, Brazil 

• Ms. Alejandra Catarina, Technical Coordinator, Red de Ciudades Como Vamos Hub 
• Ms. Renata Rubian, Lead in Cities and Urbanization, UNDP 
• Mr. Rishi Chakraborty, Policy Analyst on Cities and Urbanization, UNDP 
• Ms. Olena Ovchynnikova, Technical Officer, Office of Sustainable Development Goals, FAO  

• Ms. Elisa Franzo, Sustainable Development Goals, FAO 
• Ms. Lucia Graf, Partnership and Programme Management Associate, UN-Habitat 
 

Agenda Item #1 – Local2030 Coalition updates (annex 1) 

Key points presented by Ms. Shipra Narang Suri: 

• Local2030 Coalition 2023 Achievements 
- Advocacy has been the most significant piece of Local2030 Coalition work. The Localization 

concept and its importance in reaching the SDGs is well accepted and has taken a life on its own. 
- New partnership prospects with bilateral donors, philanthropies, universities, networks of local 

governments and NGOs have been discussed and will be consolidated in 2024.  

• High Impact Initiative on Localization (annex 2) 
- The Local2030 Coalition, seen as an accelerator and enabler for the SDGs, has been chosen as 

one of the 12 High-Impact Initiatives (HII) launched in the margins of the SDG summit.  
- The Local2030 Coalition seeks contributions from the Local2030 Hubs to deliver the HII 

collective targets. Ideas on how to add additional targets to scale up Local2030 Coalition efforts 
and engage new partners are welcome. 

- The progress report of the High Impact Initiative will be shown yearly at the HLPF. 
• Call for seed funding proposals for SDG Localization 

- The call for seed funding proposals aims to enable catalytic activities that align with the Work 
Plan of the Local2030 Coalition. This proposal is designed not to duplicate the Coalition's work 
but to add value to the ongoing efforts.  

- The technical review of the proposals is finalised, and the proposals are now awaiting approval, 
which will be done by the Joint SDG Fund's Operational Steering Committee. 

 
- New positions in the Local2030 Coalition Secretariat are expected to be filled in the first quarter 

of 2024. 

• Upcoming events (annex 4) 
- The Local and Regional Government Day will occur on 14th December from 3:30 pm to 6:30 pm 

Annex 13. Minutes of the meeting with Local2030 Hubs 
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• Updated Terms of Reference of the Steering Committee and Nomination process for the 
new cohort (2024-2025) (Annex 3) 
- Two new members in the Steering Committee: the Host Government of the Secretariat 

and a rotational Local2030 Hubs (still to be decided).  
- The updated Terms of References underlines the criteria for selecting Steering Committee 

Members. 
- The Nomination process deadline for the new cohort of the Steering Committee (2024-

2025) has been extended until the 13th of December. Support is requested from the Hubs 
to submit nominations, which should be done through the following online form: 
https://forms.office.com/e/LeZy8aGfxB. 

• Secretariat Set-up and core activities 
- New positions in the Local2030 Coalition Secretariat are expected to be filled in the first 

quarter of 2024. 

• Upcoming events (annex 4) 
- The Local and Regional Government Day will occur on 14th December from 3:30 pm to 

6:30 pm in the margins of the Global Refugee Forum.  
- The first in-person meeting of the Local2030 Hubs, jointly proposed with the Hawai’i 

Green Growth, is planned to take place in October 2024. More details to follow. 

Key points highlighted by participants: 

• Mr. Felipe Braga expressed his interest in partnering with the Liverpool 2030hub.  

• Mr. David Connor informed us of the new International Development White paper, which 
will set up the UK’s approach to international development up to 2030. 

Agenda Item #2 – Local2030 Hubs Terms of Reference (Annex 5) 

Key points presented by Ms. Francine Melchioretto: 

• The Steering Committee has approved the Local2030 Hubs Terms of Reference.  
• The activities that the Hubs will undertake shall support the scope of work of the Coalition: 

Advocacy, Action, and Monitoring. 

• The Terms of Reference lays out all the Requirements for Local2030 Hubs. 

• Appointment of new Hubs: While the Local2030 Coalition Secretariat will collect 
nominations and ensure proposals meet the requirements, the approval will be granted 
by the Steering Committee during its annual meeting.  

Key points highlighted by participants: 

• Ms. Tove Levonen asked the group about the Hubs' strategies for adapting to new 
financial expectations and staff demands. 

• Mr. David Connor: 
- Questioned whether the identification of new hubs is a reactive approach or if there is 

a specific preference for geographic targeting. 
- Responded to Ms. Tove Levonen, expressing that being part of the Local2030 

Coalition network provides different opportunities, including the potential for Hubs to 
secure funding. 

- Suggested that the Local2030 Coalition Secretariat could collect information from 
each Hub on key achievements and future plans. This could facilitate knowledge of 
what has worked or failed and uncover possible areas of collaboration between Hubs. 

• Mr. Filipe Braga: 

https://forms.office.com/e/LeZy8aGfxB
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- Expressed Paraná Hub's interest in continuing as a Local2030 Hub. The Paraná Hub 
will share its contributions regarding the High Impact Initiative on Localization targets. 
He highlighted the importance of linking funding with action. 

- Shared Paraná Hub’s collaboration with NAPI-CE Initiative (New Arrangements for 
Research and Innovation for Climate Emergency) and outlined the possibility of 
scaling it up to other regions. 

- Expressed interest in partnering with the Hawai’i Green Growth to collaborate on SDG 
14. 

• Mr. Stephen Sykes: 
- Shared David's point of view on creating a document with achievements and work 

plans for every Hub to identify possible synergies.  
- Mentioned that Brazil shared many activities at the UK Pavilion during COP28, 

presenting potential opportunities for joint initiatives. 

• Ms. Alejandra Catarina: 
- Expressed her interest in meeting with the Local2030 Coalition Secretariat to discuss 

how the Red de Ciudades Cómo Vamos can strengthen its collaboration with the 
Coalition and Hubs. 

Key points clarified by Ms. Shipra Narang Suri: 

• The identification of new Local2030 Hubs is driven by demand. There is a growing interest 
in establishing new Hubs, whether focused on specific themes or geographic regions. The 
Coalition will determine if gaps exist, both thematically and geographically, based on an 
assessment of the Hubs’ state of play next year. A strategic plan will then propose the 
creation of specific Hubs to address these gaps. 

• The Local2030 Coalition is keen on capturing innovative methods, mechanisms, and 
models that contribute to advancing SDG discussions. There is also an emphasis on 
attracting various funding interests and streams. Hubs are encouraged to document 
innovative practices and share them within the network that can attract potential 
partnerships. 

• Requested Mr. Filipe Braga if Paraná Hub could document the NAPI-CE Initiative, as this 
innovative mechanism has considerable potential to be scaled up. 

• Agreed with Mr. Filipe Braga regarding the necessity of incorporating ways to assess 
impact into the High Impact Initiative on Localization targets. 

• Expressed openness to receiving additional feedback on the Local2030 Hubs Terms of 
Reference (ToR). 

Key points clarified by Ms. Francine Melchioretto:  

• Thanked the Paraná Hub and the State of Paraná for presenting the NAPI-CE initiative in 
the Local2030 Coalition Side Event at COP28. 

• Expressed willingness to discuss HII targets with Paraná Hub and explore opportunities 
for the NAPI-CE to contribute to these targets. 

• Noted that although some Hubs have well-defined roles, others may need to adapt to the 
new Terms of the Reference requirements and emphasised that the Local2030 Coalition 
Secretariat is open to supporting the current Hubs in transitioning to this new phase.  

Key points stressed by Ms. Olena Ovchynnikova:  

• Inquired about ongoing discussions within the Hubs regarding the six transition pathways 
outlined in the SDG Summit. The objective is to comprehend how the Local2030 Hubs 
can support the Local2030 Coalition to advance these discussions to a new stage and 
enhance the expected outcomes. 
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Summary of Next Steps: 

• Local2030 Hubs are requested to submit nominations for the new cohort of the Steering 
Committee by 13th December COB for the following seats: Member States 
representative, Local and Subnational Government representative, Civil Society 
Organization representative, and Private Sector representative through this online form: 
https://forms.office.com/e/LeZy8aGfxB   

• Local2030 Hubs are requested to nominate the Hub to occupy the rotational seat in the 
Local2030 Coalition Steering Committee in 2024. This decision must be taken by 
consensus by the active Hubs and communicated to the Local2030 Coalition by the 
15th of January 2024.  

• As agreed in the meeting, Local2030 Hubs are asked to share information about their 1) 
purpose, 2) specific objectives, and 3) plans for 2024 through this online form by the 16th 
of January 2024: https://forms.gle/eX6SyuZhR1F2mSULA  

• Local2030 Hubs are asked to share 2023 achievements that can be incorporated into the 
2023 annual reporting through this online form by the 16th of January 2024: 
https://forms.gle/Nm3aiAyXB28359AQ7  

• Local2030 Hubs are requested to share inputs on how they can contribute to delivering 
the High Impact Initiative on Localization Targets (Annex 2). 

• Local2030 Hubs are asked to share any events they would like to feature in the Local2030 
Coalition mapping of events 2023/2024 (Annex 4). 

• Local2030 Hubs will be contacted early next year regarding the signature of the MoU with 
the Local2030 Coalition Secretariat.  

 

Annexes: 

• Annex 1: PowerPoint (available here) 

• Annex 2: High Impact Initiative on Localization Targets (available here) 
• Annex 3: Steering Committee Terms of Reference (available here) 
• Annex 4: Mapping of events 2024 (available here) 
• Annex 5: Local2030 Hubs Terms of Reference (available here) 
• Annex 6: Recording of the meeting (available here) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fe%2FLeZy8aGfxB&data=05%7C01%7Clucia.graf-rojo%40un.org%7C679b75fcf6b8449fe28508dbe516f4b8%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638355662794965953%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1%2Bzx50ZvIUn2XW%2FxBr579fYThmK4Cejv4n%2FCqp%2F%2BgxM%3D&reserved=0
https://forms.gle/eX6SyuZhR1F2mSULA
https://forms.gle/Nm3aiAyXB28359AQ7
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ifL8japJVHl8x20e6StQbpZcIYmIbNkj/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=106020205296911406250&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1E1utVRNklo1b-vN5QFcXmuuZ59g-cQnw/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=106020205296911406250&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SyJMjuTDHNRgPphngONpOyU6-mvjY5jv/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qUrtJtwYUPTjJKYSm0Qwy2p7Tq1diHN_/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=106020205296911406250&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1596WAnTv3WPpwkTWZL6fTZHKk0FXxi0H/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SfG0ityT1glzxR_bVh5Op9_BHep7aIIG/view?usp=share_link
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Annex 14. High Impact Initiative on Localization Brochure 
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Annex 15. Description of the Call for Seed Funding Proposal on SDG 

Localiza 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

107 

 

Annex 15. Description of the Call for Seed Funding Proposal on SDG 

Localization (link) 

 

Annex 16: Secretariat’s ToR 
 

Secretariat Staffing 

The permanent chair of the Local2030 Coalition is also responsible for leading its Secretariat on 

a continuous basis. Within this framework, the Local2030 Coalition Secretariat will be managed 

by a Head of Secretariat directly reporting to UN-Habitat’s Chief of Urban Practices Branch, as 

well as to the co-chairs. Other staff members and consultants of the secretariat will be recruited 

as necessary to deliver the workplan of the Coalition. 

The Secretariat may also accept personnel on secondment or loan from other organisations and 

governments and through junior professional and similar programmes. 

Location and operations 

UN-Habitat as the permanent chair of the Local2030 Coalition leads the Secretariat, acting as the 

Trustee and administering its financial resources.  

Governments and institutions can apply to host the Secretariat for a specified period. Proposals 

must be presented to the co-chairs for consideration and approved by the Steering Committee. 

The Head of Secretariat will be responsible for keeping the Steering Committee, UN directors 

and partner institutions informed by organizing and coordinating the respective activities. 

Local2030 Coalition Background 

In September 2021, the UN System launched the Local2030 Coalition, a platform and network 

designed to support and accelerate local level delivery of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development.  

The Local2030 Coalition aims to offer a common space and approaches to mobilize, engage and 

empower every local actor, everywhere, to advance the SDGs. 

This Coalition is built on the premise that the people closest to the challenges for sustainable 

development are best positioned to solve them, and that multi-level and multi-stakeholder 

partnerships are essential to ensuring results. Inside the UN system, the Local2030 Coalition aims to 

strengthen efforts to advance SDG targets in partnership with local and regional actors.  

Local2030 Coalition Structure 

The Local2030 Coalition is governed by two co-chairs, one permanent and one rotational, 

representing the UN System, and its Steering Committee. It also counts on strategic orientation and 

policy support of the United Nations Executive Office of the Secretary General (EOSG).  

Moreover, the Coalition’s activities will be undertaken in collaboration with the UN Directors group, 

Local2030 Hubs, and a number of partner institutions and governments at the national, subnational, 

and local levels, working on SDG localization.   

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1pCesUiSKlNRUFea3GG_fxiA-nACN8A06
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1pCesUiSKlNRUFea3GG_fxiA-nACN8A06
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Local2030 Coalition Secretariat 

Under the overall orientation of the co-chairs, following the strategic direction of the Steering 

Committee, and with the key support of the EOSG, the Local2030 Coalition Secretariat will count on 

dedicated staff to coordinate the definition, implementation, monitoring, and reporting of the 

Local2030 Coalition’s activities.  

The Secretariat will also help members develop strategies to gain global attention and support SDG 

localization solutions and initiatives. 

Secretariat Responsibilities  

The Co-chairs and Steering Committee of the Local2030 Coalition will provide the strategic direction 

to the Secretariat. They will, together with the Secretariat, engage in all the activities foreseen in the 

Local2030 Coalition’s approved work plans.  

Specifically, the Local2030 Coalition Secretariat will coordinate activities around the following 

workstreams: 

 

1. Governance  

- Facilitate the establishment and operation of the Steering Committee and any other 

structures required for the functioning of the Secretariat.  

- Draft work plans, reports, terms of reference and other necessary documents, as well as 

ensuring its approval.  

- Support the implementation of the Local2030 Coalition’s approved work plans. This 

includes, supporting co-chairs in monitoring the implementation of the activities foreseen 

in the Local2030 Coalition’s work plan, by indicating progress and identifying bottlenecks. 

- Produce an annual report of the Local2030 Coalition’s activities against the work plan to be 

reviewed and approved by the Steering Committee.  

- Support the co-chairs in activating the Steering Committee, including the drafting, and 

sending of invitation letters and relevant documents. 

- Organize meetings of co-chairs and the Steering Committee.  

- Hold regular meetings (2-3 times per year) with the UN Directors Group to gather input and 

coordinate support for the work plan and activities of the Local2030 Coalition. 

- Ensure a constant and smooth coordination between co-chairs, members of the Steering 

Committee, UN Directors group, and partners of the Local2030 Coalition.  

Governance

NetworkingAdvocacy
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- Collate and consolidate information, knowledge products and initiatives on SDG 

localization and make them available to the Local2030 Coalition Steering Committee, UN 

Directors group and partners. 

- Support the activities of Local2030 Coalition working groups and tasks forces on specific 

topics, by ensuring a coherent connection between these activities and the work of the 

Coalition and collecting reports and recommendations to disseminate with co-chairs, 

Steering Committee members, UN Director group, and partners.  

- Identify strategic opportunities and partners, from the UN system, national governments, 

LRGs, and their associations, CSO, private sector, and other local actors to link their 

initiatives with the Local2030 Coalition’s activities. 

- Promote effective collaboration between the organizations involved, as requested.  

- Support fundraising efforts, by identifying potential fund opportunities and communicate it 

to the co-chairs.  

2. Networking  

- Facilitate the engagement of new partners. 

- Help the co-chairs in engaging new partners.  

- Support the co-chairs and Steering Committee with their fundraising activities, by facilitating 

information on funding and partnership opportunities, drafting documents, and organizing 

meetings.  

- Act as the link between Local2030 Hubs, co-chairs, Steering Committee, UN Directors 

group, and partners. This includes following up Local2030 Hubs’ activities, collecting 

relevant information and reports, ensuring their participation in relevant discussions related 

to SDG localization and their thematic focus, facilitating technical cooperation, and 

disseminating relevant initiatives and lessons learned.  

- Facilitate the participation of partners in the activities of the Local2030 Coalition. 

- Keep an up-to-date database of partners of the Local2030 Coalition. 

- Share first-hand information with partners about the Local2030 Coalition and its activities, 

events, and publications.  

- Organize meetings with partners of the Local2030 Coalition, as requested by co-chairs and 

Steering Committee.  

- Facilitate in-depth peer-to-peer exchange between partners, as requested. 

3. Advocacy 

- Coordinate advocacy activities. 

- Organize workshops and or events to promote the Local2030 Coalition within the UN 

system and with external partners, as defined in the work plan. 

- Support the organization of events related to SDG localization promoted by the Steering 

Committee, UN Directors group, and partners, as requested. 

- Facilitate the participation of the Local2030 Coalition’s partners in events promoted by the 

Steering Committee members, UN Directors group, and/or other partners, as requested. 

- Manage the Local2030 Coalition online platform and communication channels.  

- Support co-chairs, Steering Committee’s members, UN agencies, and partners with their 

outreach activities to promote the Local2030 Coalition.  

- Keep the UN System abreast of the work and activities of the Local2030 Coalition and 

engage them with SDG localization. 

-  
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Secretariat Structure 

The permanent chair of the Local2030 Coalition is also responsible for leading its Secretariat on a 

continuous basis. Within this framework, the Local2030 Coalition Secretariat will be managed by a 

Coordinator directly reporting to UN-Habitat’s Senior Focal Point for SDG Localization and Local 

Governments, as well as to the co-chairs. 

In addition, the Secretariat will be supported by: 

- One focal point from each of the co-chairs, two in total.  

- One focal point delegated by the Steering Committee.  

- Dedicated personnel hired to support activities and the day-to-day management of the 

Secretariat. 

The Secretariat may also accept personnel on secondment from other organisations and governments 

and through junior professional and similar programmes. Any government and organization that is a 

member of the Local2030 Coalition is encouraged to appoint focal points, experts and/or contribute 

with human resources to strengthen the capacities of the Secretariat. 

Location and operations 

UN-Habitat as the permanent chair of the Local2030 Coalition leads the Secretariat, acting as the 

Trustee and administering its financial resources.  

Governments and institutions can apply to host the Secretariat for a specified period. Proposals must 

be presented to the co-chairs for consideration and approved by the Steering Committee. 

The Secretariat personnel and focal points will act as members of the Secretariat, keeping the Steering 

Committee, UN directors and partner institutions informed by organizing and coordinating the 

respective activities. 

Roles  

The table below is a non-exhaustive summary of the mains responsibilities of the key institutions 

supporting the work of the Secretariat: 

Permanent co-chair • Lead the Secretariat and oversee its 

functioning. 

• Strategic orientation and political 

support. 

• Financial management and support. 

• Implementation, monitoring, and 

reporting of activities, as defined in the 

workplan. 

• Administrative support. 

Rotational co-chair • Strategic orientation and political 

support. 

• Implementation, monitoring, and 

reporting of activities, as defined in the 

work-plan. 

• Administrative and financial support. 



 

111 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
6 See attached Terms of Reference of the Steering Committee for more details. 

Steering Committee  • Strategic orientation6 and political 

support. 

• Implementation, monitoring, and 

reporting of activities, as defined in the 

work-plan. 

Executive Office of the Secretary General • Strategic orientation and political 

support. 

UN Directors group • Strategic orientation and political 

support. 

• Support the implementation, 

monitoring, and reporting of activities, as 

defined in the work-plan. 

• Support where available (personnel, 

administration, finance, etc.). 



 

 

Annex 17: Local2030 Coalition 2023 Work Plan 
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Intermediary Outcome 1.1: Increased local actors’ engagement to accelerate the achievement of the SDGs within the decade of action 

Output 1.1.1: Management 
of the Steering Committee 

Local2030 Coalition Co-Chairs 
with the support of the 
Local2030 Coalition Secretariat 
and EOSG 

One Steering Committee meeting organized annually. 1 May-
23; 

Steering Committee with the 
support of the Local2030 
Coalition Secretariat 

Steering Committee members actively promoting SDG 
Localization and Local2030. 

10 mentions 
per year 

Dec-23 

Output 1.1.2: Management 
of the UN Directors Group 
(UN Agencies, Offices, 
Funds, and Programmes) 

Local2030 Coalition Co-Chairs 
with the support of the 
Local2030 Coalition Secretariat 
and EOSG 

Number of meetings organized with UN Directors 
Group. 

2 meetings 
per year 

Dec-23 

Number of UN Agencies, Offices, Funds and 
Programmes participating in meetings. 

14 Dec-23 

Number of meetings organized with UN Directors 
Group Technical Focal Points. 

4 meetings 
per year 

Dec-23 

    Number of Technical Focal Points from UN Agencies, 
Offices, Funds and Programmes participating in 
meetings. 

12 Dec-23 

    Number of publications from UN Agencies, Offices, 
Funds and Programmes on SDG localization efforts, 
practices, case studies, etc. on the Local2030 Coalition 
platform. 

10 
publications 
per year 

Dec-23 

Intermediary Outcome 1.2: Increased participation of local actors and the use of their experiences in localizing the SDGs to inform 
national, regional, and global sustainable development fora 
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Output 1.2.1:  
Increasing number of local 
actors participating in 
events on SDG localization 
in the framework of local, 
national, regional, and 
global events facilitated by 
the Local2030 Coalition 

Local2030 Coalition Co-chairs, 
with the support of the 
Local2030 Coalition Secretariat, 
Steering Committee, UN 
Directors Group, and partners 

Number of partner local actors that have participated 
in local, national, regional and global SDG localization 
events.      ( e.g. the High-Level Political Forum, General 
Assembly, World Urban Forum, VLR-VSR Days, COP27, 
United Nations Environment Assembly, Ocean 
Conference, UCLG World Congress). 

30 Dec-23 

Output 1.2.2:  
High-level events on SDG 
localization organized at all 
major global forums such 
as HLPF, World Urban 
Forum, SDGs Summit, 
Summit of the Future, 
Climate CoP meetings, and 
others as guided by the UN 
Directors Group and 
Steering Committee 

Local2030 Coalition Co-chairs, 
with the support of the 
Local2030 Coalition Secretariat, 
the UN Directors Group and the 
Steering Committee 

Total number of events organized at major global 
forums. 

4 Dec-23 

Output 1.2.3: 
Reinvigoration of 
Local2030 Hubs 

Local2030 Coalition Secretariat,  
with the support of the UN 
Directors Group 

TORs developed for Local2030 Coalition Hubs.  1 May-23 

Number of partners leading a Local2030 Hub. 6 Dec-23 

Intermediary Outcome 1.3: Improved knowledge-sharing and capacity building opportunities for local actors on SDG localization as an 
integral part of the Local2030 Coalition’s work 

Output 1.3.1: Capacity 
building for SDG 
localization advanced 

Local2030 Coalition Secretariat, 
with the support of UN 
agencies, offices, funds, and 
programmes 

Total number of capacity building activities organized. 3 Dec-23 

Output 1.3.2:  
Good practices on SDG 

Local2030 Coalition Secretariat, 
with the support of UN 

Criteria for selection of good practices established.  1 Jul-23 
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Localization compiled and 
shared on the Local 2030 
Coalition Platform and 
through international 
events 

agencies, offices, funds, and 
programmes, the Steering 
Committee and Local2003 
Hubs 

Number of good practices on SDG localization 
compiled and shared on the Local2030 Coalition 
platform, as well as through international events. 

50 per year Dec-23 

Output 1.3.3: Improvement 
the Local2030 Coalition 
online platform, 
communication, and social 
media channels concluded 

Local 2030 Coalition 
Secretariat, with the support of 
UN Directors group 

Total number of Twitter followers. 2500 Dec-23 

Total number of tweets. 120 Dec-23 

Number of tweets' impressions. 500 per tweet N/A 

Total number of retweets. 240 Dec-23 

Number of views of the Local2030 online platform. 100,000 
pageviews per 
year. 

Dec-23 

Total number of users registered on the Local2030 
online platform. 

3800 Dec-23 

Total number of tools, publications, stories, and events 
published on the Local2030 online platform. 

740 tools and 
publications; 
400 stories; 
600 events. 

Dec-23 

Output 1.3.4: 
Online repositories relevant 
to SDG localizations 
available on the Local2030 
Coalition online platform 

Local 2030 Coalition 
Secretariat, with the support of 
Co-chairs 

Number of online repositories linked to Local2030 
Coalition online platform. 

2 Dec-23 
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Intermediary Outcome 2.1: Improved prioritization of SDG localization by the UN System 

Output 2.1.1:  
Integrated, tailor-made, 
and well-tested tools and 
approaches towards SDG 
implementation at the local 
level made available by the 

UN Resident Coordinators and 
UN Country Teams, with the 
support of the Local2030 
Coalition Secretariat and UN 
Directors Group. 

Number of UN entities that made use of the tools 
made available by the Local2030 Coalition. 

4 Dec-23 

Number of methods successfully replicated by UN 
entities. 

2 Dec-23 
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Local2030 Coalition, 
employed by local actors 

Output 2.1.2:  
Cooperation between UN 
agencies facilitated by the 
Local2030 Coalition to 
advance SDG localization 

UN Resident Coordinators and 
UN Country Teams, with the 
support of the Local2030 
Secretariat and UN Directors 
Group 

Number of collaborative proposals submitted jointly 
submitted by different UN entities for financing SDG-
related activities with local partners. 

6 Dec-23 

Output 2.1.3: 
Technical knowledge and 
capacities of UN Country 
Teams on SDG localization 
enriched 

UN Resident Coordinators, UN 
Country Teams, Local2030 
Secretariat, with the support of 
the UN Directors Group 

Total number of technical workshops with UNCTs 
organized. 

3 Dec-23 

Total number of requests for support for SDG 
localization received from UNRCOs and UNCTs. 

6 Dec-23 

Total number of requests for support for SDG 
localization responded to by the Local2030 Coalition 
Secretariat and partners. 

6 Dec-23 

Intermediary Outcome 2.2: Increased adoption of local action as a central component of development plans and strategies at all levels of 
governance 

Output 2.2.1: 
Establishment of Working 
Groups and development 
of policy papers on priority 
themes 

Assigned Working Group leads 
and Local2030 Coalition Co-
Chairs and SC, with the support 
of the EOSG and the Local2030 
Coalition Secretariat. 

Number of thematic Working Groups established. 2 Dec-23 

Number of policy papers produced. 2 Dec-23 

Number of national governments, sub-national and 
local governments, as well as other partners, utilising 
Working Group outputs/policy papers to advance SDG 
action in a framework of multi-level governance 

12 Dec-23 

Output 2.2.2: 
Cutting-edge research, 
normative tools, guidance, 
and resources on specific 

Assigned Working Group leads 
and Local2030 Coalition Co-
Chairs and SC, with the support 
of the EOSG and the Local2030 
Coalition Secretariat. 

Number of tools and resources on specific themes 
published. 

1 Dec-23 
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themes related to SDG 
localization developed 

Intermediary Outcome 2.3 Increased SDG financing towards local action and for effective localization  

Outcome 2.3.1: 
Establishment and 
operationalization of the 
SDG Localization window 
within the Joint SDG Fund, 
for financing catalytic action 
for achieving the 2030 
Agenda at the local level 

SDG Joint Fund, Co-chairs and 
donors, with the support of the 
Local2030 Coalition Secretariat 

Call for proposal for seed funding launched. 1 May-23 

Total amount of grants distributed bu the seed funding 
call. 

4,000,000.00 Oct-23 

Number of partners who benefited from the SDG 
localization window call for proposal for seed funding. 

16 Dec-23 

Concept of the SDG Localization Window. 1 Jun-23 

Investment Strategy of the SDG Localization Window. 1 Jun-23 
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Intermediary Outcome 3.1: Increased participation of local and subnational governments as part of the preparation of Voluntary National 
Reviews or existing national reporting mechanisms 

Output 3.1.1:  
Voluntary local and 
subnational reviews and 
voluntary national reports 
on SDGs linked in 
increasing number of 
countries 

Regional Economic 
Commissions, UN RCs, UN-
DESA and UN-Habitat 

Number countries where local and subnational actors 
are involved in the preparation of VNRs. 

5 Jul-23 

Number of countries where VNRs reference VLRs and 
VSRs. 

4 Jul-23 

Intermediary Outcome 3.2: Increased use of participatory processes to develop local and sub-national SDG monitoring and reporting 
systems 

Outcome 3.2.1: 
Participatory voluntary local 
and subnational reviews 
supported and increasingly 

UN-Habitat, Regional Economic 
Commissions, UN RCs and UN-
Desa 

Number of VLRs and VSRs developed with the support 
of the Local2030 Coalition partners, through a 
participatory approach. 

5 Dec-23 



 

117 

 

utilised as tools for 
reporting, as well as 
planning, prioritisation of 
investments, and resource 
mobilisation  

Number of local and subantional governments utilising 
VLRs/VSRs as tools for planning, prioritisation of 
investments, and resource mobilisation. 

2 Dec-23 

Number of territories where priorities identified in 
VLRs/VSRs have been funded for action on the ground. 

2 Dec-23 

Output 3.2.2:  
An increasing number of 
local actors adopt localized 
and spatialised SDG 
monitoring frameworks 

UN Directors Group Number of local and subnational governments that 
adopted the Urban Monitoring Framework and other 
spatialised SDG monitoring frameworks, with the 
support of the Local2030 Coalition. 

3 Dec-23 
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Intermediary Outcome 4.1: Local2030 Coalition's governance structure established and implemented 

Output 4.1.1: 
Operationalization of the 
Local2030 Coalition 
Secretariat 

Local2030 Coalition Secretariat, 
with the support of the Local 
2030 Coalition Co-chairs and 
SC, EOSG and UN Directors 
Group 

The physical premises of the Local2030 Coalition 
Secretariat occupied and functional. 

1 Sep-23 

Local2030 Secretariat finance, legal and operational 
structure defined and functional. 

1 Sep-23 

Local2030 Secretariat Staff (international, local and 
external) hired. 

6 Dec-23 

Output 4.1.2:  
Local2030 corporate 
communication strategy 
developed and outreach 
activities implemented 

Local 2030 Coalition Secretariat  Local2030 Coalition communication strategy 
developed. 

1 May-23 

Local 2030 Coalition Secretariat  Online platform revamped. 1 Dec-23 

Local 2030 Coalition Secretariat 
with the support of Local2030 
Coalition UN Directors Group, 
Steering Committee and 
Local2030 Hubs 

2023 joint outreach activities concluded. To be defined 
in the 
communicatio
n strategy. 

Dec-23 

Output 4.1.3: Resources 
mobilised for delivery of 

Local2030 Coalition Secretariat 
with the support of the Local 

Local2030 Coalition Fundraising strategy created. 1 Jul-23 



 

118 

 

Coalition workplan for the 
upcoming years  

2030 Coalition Co-chairs, SC 
and UN Directors Group 

Funds mobilized towards the Local2030 Coalition Euro 3-4 
Million per 
year 

Dec-23 
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Annex 20: Programme and Partnerships Manager (P4) – Local2030 
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Annex 21: Programme Management Officer (P3) – Partnerships and 
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Annex 22: Programme Management Officer P3 - Technical Advisor of 
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Annex 24: Administrative Assistant _Local2030 Coalition Secretariat 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1rYSeQdOTNqICZ_zWsF82Ne_JOOa1rJmd/edit#gid=1887227210
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19vn8fJQ7iE22jNT1LqvAttvIBk1jCKTX/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19vn8fJQ7iE22jNT1LqvAttvIBk1jCKTX/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rfkgBIfd-i9P6qjyY85o6jTIpghss9v-/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rfkgBIfd-i9P6qjyY85o6jTIpghss9v-/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13dmUpfJkc4ZMIobQ9ckHQeux0YviQaVh/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13dmUpfJkc4ZMIobQ9ckHQeux0YviQaVh/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1o6pbk_yj0OucHmZNUVMgoz96QfdgjChk/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1o6pbk_yj0OucHmZNUVMgoz96QfdgjChk/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-UgwUI1VbL-hoZPMQMndzdhlcOc080Ce/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FrCe1tH7Thuy8OAGjc2BhvoSesgmEFlU/edit
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